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Authorised Registered 

Installer o 


We will attempt to match or beat any advertised price - even special offers. 
Our free catalogue contains over 2000 items. 

Please ask for a copy or visit our web site. 


Liquid Silicon 


lyonix Computers 

All lyonix systems come with a free USB hub until 
further notice. 

lyonix {12dMb, 40Gb, CO) £1269.00 

lyonix {1 2SMb, 80Gb, CDRW) £131 9.00 

lyonix {512Mb, 100Gb, CDRW) £1419.00 

Aemulor £58.75 

Podule backplane , _ £49.00 

USB to Parallel converter > £25.00 

Uporades/Expansion cards/Extras £A3k 

Microdigilal Computers 

Alpha Ml Portable, 14.r' L £925,00 

Alpha M2 Portable, 1 5.1 ” £1 070.00 

Alpha M3 Portable, 1 5.1 ”, 1 400x1 050 £1 1 70.00 

Alpha M4 Portable, 1 5.1 ” £1 295,00 

Alpha M5 Portable, 17” widescreen, 1440x900 £1415.00 
Omega standard tower case £1355,00 

Omega midi tower case £1 399 .00 

Omega desktop case £1402.00 

Upgrades/Expansion cards/Extras £Ask 

RiscStation Computers 

R7500 Llte+ £656.75 

R7500 NetWorx £480.50 

R7500 NetWorx HD £530.30 

R7500 Scorcher £797.50 

H7500 Scorcher Twindeck £833.00 

Monitors 

liyama 1 352 (1 5" FST) £98.40 

iiyama Vision Master 1 403* (1 7" FST) £1 1 3.40 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 1413 (17” NF) £144 65 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 413* (17" HBNF) £166.40 
iiyama Vision Master 1 461 (1 9” FST) £1 44 65 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 454 (19” NF) £316.00 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 455* (19” HBNF) £207.20 
iiyama Vision Master 506 (21 ” FST) £445.20 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 513 (22" NF) £445.20 

iiyama Vision Master Pro 514 (22" NF) £566.25 


MelIDI 


Memory Upgrades 

Please call to clwck currefit prices. 

Rise PC;A7000.'Rlsc5lBllDn.1Ml£O SIMMs i 
t6Mb FPM CZfl.20 

32Mb EDO (HC, works in Rise PCs) m.TS 

64Mb EDO (works in Rise PCs) C39.0D 

12SMb EDO E77.55 

2Mb VRAM (upgraded 1 Mb cards) C49S5 

Music & Sound Section 

Please call for olhar musical Hams 
MID! Interfac^t 

MIDI Max II Ifitsmal 1x1x1 093,95 

Parallel Port 1x1x1 (back In stock) £92.95 

RlscSiallon MIDI ddvars A cabla £17.95 

RlseSlailon XG cant & cable £1 1 §.95 

RtscSiatlon XG cant, cabla § keyboard £245.95 
Sibelius 6 £97.95 

Sibelius 7 Student £245.95 

Sibellua? £394.95 

Sibelius 2 for PC.'Mac £535.59 

Other Hardware 

1 01 OOB asel ethamst card (RCI/SImfsc) £89.00 
Mouse (GianlusSTD Acom-eompstSble) £19.95 
Mouse {PS/2 Logfteob) £1 4 J9 

PS2MouseMlnt adeptor for older m»clilfies£18.95 
Prlniters £Call 

Rise PC second slice (no PSU) £95.00 

RISC OS 4 (fining ^ Select available) £85.00 

RiscStation second serial port £10.95 

Scanners £Call 

StrongARM & RISC OS 4 £299.00 

Other Software 

Abuse £20.00 

Artworks 2 £165.00 

D (26/32-bil version) £1 95.00 

CD Bum £5595 

Cbaoa Engine £19.50 

DatePower 2 £120.9S 

Doom+ CDs £30.00 

Descenl CDs £25.00 

Desktop Replort CO £ 1 9.90 

OlelUp 2 & Messenger Pro £56.90 

EasiWiiter PrtH CD £78.95 

FastSpool^ £17.50 

Grapevine £24.95 

Heroes of Migtti & Magic 2 £32.00 

Krlsalls Collection Gold CO £25.95 

UnMan98 £39.25 

OHP 2 CD £37.95 

Oregano 2 CD £9795 

Ollier Worlds CO £17.95 

Ovation Pro CD £138.95 

Personal Accounts £44.00 

Phoiodesk Olympic CD £127.95 

Prophet 3+ Pro £179.00 

Quake £22.00 

R-Comp Internet Suite £73.95 

Schema 2 £5895 

SIteWriter £58 95 

Sleuth 3 £4895 

Sound .Plugin for browsers £1 1 .50 

SVG Plugin for browsers £11 .50 

Syndicates £26.50 

TBA Games CD £20.00 

TechWdter Pros CD £9995 

TEK £29.95 

WebFX3D £24.50 

Books & Manuais 

RISC os Manuals CD C».95 


Alpha and Omega 
systems are now 
shipping. 

Please ask for latest 
delivery information 
for new orders. 


iiyima Pro-Lite E380S (15” LCD) £270.75 

iiyama 381 9* (15” LCD) £316.00 

Nyama 3835* (1 5” LCD) £384.00 

iiyama Pro-Lite E430 (Iv/Bk/Sllver) (17" LCD) £362.25 
iiyama Pro-Lite E431 (Ivory/Black) (1 7" LCD) £370.40 
iiyama 431 5* (17” LCD) £486.00 

iiyama 4332* (17” LCD) £486.00 

iiyama 461 1 (18" LCD) £452.00 

iiyama 4612* (18,1” LCD) fT £520.00 

Iiyama 4636 (18.1" LCD) ^ £785.20 

iiyama 4637 Black (18.1” LCD) £560.80 

iiyama 4821* (19” LCD) £724.00 

iiyama 4831 (19" LCD) £783.85 

iiyama 5131* (20,1” LCD) £1 1 79.55 

iiyama 5311 Black (20.8" LCD) £3149.00 

iiyama 5611 Black (22.2" LCD) £5499.00 

* Also available in black. 

Monitors are also available from AOC, CTX, IBM, 
Phillips, Samsung and Sony. 

ViewFlfider card {32Mb) £240.00 

Touchscreen monitors coming soon. 


Call us for your nearest UK 
dealer for the POSum point of 
sale systems and the EBMS 
business management 
solutions. 


Second hand A7000s and 
Rise PCs from only £70.00 
Inc. VAT & delivery! 

Also network cards, 
backplanes, CD drives etc. 

Please check our web site 
or phone for details. 


Discs (e.g.20x btack discs • £8.28) 
Batteries (e.g. 4x AA Xira alkaline » £2.14) 
Also Audio A Video Tapes, Mini Discs, 
CDRs. O AT tapes etc. 


. ^ FREEPOST EH2725 
^ V Kirkcaldy, Fife, KY2 58R 
^ United Kingdom 

Tbl: 01592 59226$ Fax: 01592 596102 

emai 1 : 5ales@l iquid-sil ico n .com Ail prices INCL UDE VAT & UK carriage 

httpl//WWW.Iiquid-SiliCOn.^m official orders, foreign ordefs and callers welcome. 









BESTIftYj 

IHutmXPL 


www.cclcomputers.co.uk 


Dedicated Accoufit Managers for our 

Coffiorate and Education customen 

Bespoke BuiK SYStems 

Upgrade Camponeitts 

CaN and Colect 

Same and Next Day DeliverY 


It is ouf beiof that by offering 
exceptional customer service and 
support we huild e long lasting 
relationship witii our customers. 
Qur relationships with our suppliers 
enaUos us to source outstanding 
quality products to build award 
winning systems. Offering you a 
quality system buih by a reputable 
company, aft aggressive prices.,. 


rcMvisii 


PC MVtSOB 




@01274 471279 


Soltek Qbic EQ340 

Supports Intel Pentium 4, Intel 865G Chipset, Supports 
SOOMhz FSB, Intel E}ctreme Graphics, BxAGP Slot 6 
Channel Audio 4 SPDIF, 3 Firewire Ports, B USBZ.O 
Ports, 2x 5.25 Drive Ba/s, 2x 3.5 Drive Bay. 

£169* VAT £199 incVAT 

Aatuaf modei may {^ffer from 


Only 


Offering the right product, at 
the right price, at the right 
time There's never been a 
better time to buy! 


FROM I 

£ 799 .™ 1 


TITAN XLA with 3GHx SOONIha FSB^HT Technology 

Suntek Vivid case, Intel* Pentium* 4 3.0Ghz SODMHz FSB processor, Samsung DVDl/CDfiW, 

80Gb Maxtor Hard Drive, 128Mb XFX Getorce FX 5200, 51 2Mb DDR 400 memofy, 3.5” Floppy Disc Drive, 
Microsoft Windovi^ XP Home Edition. 5BK modeiri, Otronix keyboard and mouse, Videologic speakers, 

include a 1 year RTB Wirranty, assembled and configured* £799+vat £939 inc.VAT 
OPTIONAL UPGRADES t5.t*TFTCTXSifver/Blacknionitor£179*vAT t year warranty £30*vat 














V-v;* ■ 





emory Card Readers 

Two slot 4-in-l CF I & II, MD & SM £22 


Four slot 7-in-l CF I & II, MD, SM, SD, 
MMC & Memory stick 
Internal or external versions £36 


lyonix & Castle USB podule compatible 




HP Laser Printer 



Hi Spec, tray fed, refurbished HP 6P! 
bOODPI, 8ppm, PCL5, parallel port. 

250 sheet tray, 4K page toner cartridge, 12K duty cycle 



£130t +£iop&p 

3 month warranty 







DSL Routers 
Now from 


95 for cable line e.g. NTL 
£115 for standard BT line 


Please phone for more info or see 
http:llwww.cjemicros.co.uk/adsll 


Network Card 

lObaseT & 2 
forRPC/A7000 

Offer extended! £45t 


16MB Osaris 






ARM7 CPU, EPOC OS 
Backlight and Compact Flash slot 

£125 

One year warranty 




** Special •* Canon S750 Printer 4 ink tanks inc. driver £180 (for photoreal driver add £40) ** Special ** 


USB to 2 X PS2 for lyonix NEW/ £30 

Canon Camera 4M pixel, SxOptical zoom £380 

Yakumo Camera 4/2M pixel smaui £176 

15" LCD 1024x768 £270 

15" Widescreen LCD 3 inputs, pkture-in-picture £330 
Lexmark laser OOOdpi, lOppm, PCL6 & heavy duty ...£270 

IDE CDRW 12836 inc. CD Bum J*rice drop £125 

IDE CDRW Burn Proof 522452 inc CD Bum. £135 

Optima Video editing system upgrades from £500 1 

40GB IDE Hard Disc Special offer S90 


S/H 24il6 Audio/Video digitiser rare/ £270 

S/H StrongARM cards from £150+ 

750MB ZIP drive IDE inc. disc £150 

R-Comp Software Sale 
20% -75% Off selected titles 
see: http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/swoffers/ 

32bit C/C++ (30% off!) £138 

ZIP 100MB SCSI S/H (External £120) £65 

S/H EagleM2 Audio/Video digitiser £160 

HP 3820 Inkjet printer inc. driver £130 


80GB IDE Hard Disc (7200rpin) £125 Psion 5MX (Ericsson MC218) jmsi one £260i 

160GB IDE Hard Disc (7200rpm) £200 

EDO RAM 32MB £30 64MB £45 128MB £85 
FPM RAM 64MB £50 128MB £90 

cTk^i^IYONIX pcs from £ 1 249 Please phone or see: httpJ/viww.cjemicros.co.uk/iyonix/ 


Impact3 Database. Now 32bit compat Special offer £60+ 

S/H RiscPCs J^rice drop! £80+ 

RiscPC slices from £35 



SCSI CDRW 
External 

£50 OFF! Limited stock 
Includes CD Bum 


£143t +£7p&p 


54g Wireless networking 
comes to RISC OS 

over 4 times faster than earlier wireless systems 
and greater range! 

Just plug it into your ethemet interfaces 
or hub both ends! 

£140 per bridge tmit 


r/cRo*i 


All CJE prices INCLUDE VAT @17.5% 

^ 78 Bnghton Road 

& UK mainland delivery, unless otherwise stated. Worthing 

Official orders welcome. E&OE. Prices subject to change & stock. Sussex 

Items marked t are sold by 40 (Fourth Dimension) and have no VAT 
cjEV263k Tel 01 903 523222 Fax 01 903 523679 sales<S>cjemicros.co.uk http://www.qemicros.co.uk/ 
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If you know someone who is Blind or 
perfiaHy sightnl Acorn User is avsdabte on 
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Editor’s 

Comments 

I talked a little bit last time about possible 
futures for RISC OS and the associated 
machines. It's strange perhaps to refer to it 
that way but realistically what we all 
consider to be RISC OS isn't really RISC 
OS at all, it's an easy to use Graphical User 
Interface and a set of code modules with a 
nice easy application interface. 

The fact is that you can have RISC OS 
running on a completely non-ARM machine 
and it's still RISC OS as far as youTe 
concerned. You can't embarrassed about it 
being an Intel machine because we've been 
running on Intel-manufactured chips for 
years. You could get precious about it 
running on a Pentium of some variety or 
another but that really isn't the thing. 

The thing we object to is the total 
dominance of Windows and the 
brainwashing of the populace into thinking 
that Windows is the only fruit. When in fact 
there are at least three other options for 
desktop machines. 

But I digress. In this issue we are looking at 
the enhancements to BBC BASIC that have 
been made for the lyonix. Arguably only 
some of them are necessary, I imagine 
some behind the scenes work has been 
necessary (beyond just making it 32-bit 
compatible)* Some of the enhancements 
are handy from the programmer viewpoint. 
But what programmer is going to use the 
new features? None, unless the program 
being written will only work on the lyonix. 

What should happen is that the language 
should be made available to anyone for 
download whether that's done through 
Castle or RISCOS Ltd is largely irrelevant, 
that it should be done is important. 

BBC BASIC makes a wonderful fast 
prototyping tool for RISC OS-based 
software. Actually it makes a very good 
application language full stop. If Castle 
want to sell RISC OS -based systems to 
third parties then having an easy to use 
application language is very important 

And that language should be BSC BASIC, it 
could do with more work and some rather 
more dramatic enhancements but it could 
be the bees-knees. Letting it stagnate, and 
not even making it generally available does 
not make sound commercial sense. 

Rob Donaldson 


The latest news from the world of RISC 
OS and power computing 


15 Graphics 


Nigel Gatherer goes into more detail 
about graphic design in the real world 
with RISC OS 


16 lyonix Applications 


We have been looking at the upgrades 
and speed improvements that the lyonix 
PC can bring to RISC OS 


25 SEShow 


Back to Guildford! If you can’t remember 
how to get there, let us tell you how 


29 E-Commerce 


We Show you some details about 
starting up in worldwide world of E- 
Commerce 


36 ECDL 


More information following last month's 
article wrapping our look at ECDL 


40 Free Ads 


Get what you need at a cheaper price 


41 Education 


All the latest news about the RISC OS 
and the education market 


44 Education Review 


Scientific Education used to be all text 
books now webcams are at large it’s all 
set to become much more interesting 


49 Drobe 


Plenty of RISC OS information stored 
and waiting to be accessed by you 


50 Subscriptions 


Make sure you don’t miss out on the 
next few issues of Acorn User 
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High Speed Computing 


Order your RISC OS 
Machine today... 



We specialise in all your RISC OS 
needs for individual customers or 
small businesses. 


^ RiscStation 

A RISC Slaved T«chnak>gi*¥ 

MicroDigital 


I Yc:>rvi IX iP5 


Call us for friendly advice or 
visit our website 


We also stock a wide range of 
RISC OS Software and accessories. 


• P.O. Box S19 • Doncaster 

• South Yorkshire * DN40GE 

• sales@etcsystemsxo.uk 


TEL: 01302 337559 FAX: 01302 337564 



Cheesed off with 

your Current PC c^? 

V/) There is a option. J ifl 

Here is the ansWw wou 
have been \6amng for. 


TeUWTmiOOl 
^:^S*:0S«7«®62999 
Mobile: 0771425101 1 
Email sale3@m1crobiLdemon.C£».ulc 




Acofu CviMmir Tvduvtkif; 


The 
Microbits 


Alternative PC 


IlisMtiMlPCbMadofti LTOHz 
TtebMk bliaDiudc*; 


a A.MD now 


k.* ; * 


1 7 Gltt£ oi AMD tTOCk CPV 
Socta A or IWtfBRiB MMterixMtd 
2Sa& 133 SOftovOfJft 3100 266F!^ AMD 
30Ot>)Midei«s 
%5figppf4nm 




16 M 

lOriflONieiwarl^owiorStiK Moden 


Apom caM 

vtk: Mftvwe 10 ye« on» run ajavnoc OA TOW Rite PC 

DeMaopivklMFC 

Soto toAiivR to cnMe ^ to Ifov Aoxr dnve on K 
tenjilatKio to 31 m dost iMvfc 4 n) ^mtokniA 
UMdAiMKTBviniatr 
AU iMa tar iMi £430 00 ^ VH 


WttidiiwA 9«Si;afk vemoftCXt iMtauttlkd 
Viwkm zoom Cd £99i)0 + V«t 
32 Spaod CDfion dtiw noir MKtadM «nd!i tymeoi 
60Gt H«rd dim ItapUsoioBt C35.00 ^ vM 
Sod 
Hie 

No wMtefrTjpArfhiliy 
^ta Mod to fl|iitd» jrouf osniM Stic 
tbgMr Spec Ka Mood on 







Wireless Networking... 


In asscM^iatbn with: www. 


RISCOS-USB 


,com 


W© present a range of devices for the StMTEC USB Card. 



Sony for ‘shouSng", isul the refwence to USB In our pfovious atVoft ssofood to conftjo& one dealet 

To be dear: If you have a Sim tee USB card alreandy. or are lodging to add one to your machirw. you 
mi^t consider using a wetess USB adaptor to conned your machines wirelessty 

If you do not with »o lake advantage of USB (for eitampte if you have no podulo slots spare), or if you 
have an lyon^x machine our flexible access polni / meria converter wHI allow you to convert any wired 
network Into a wirdess one Sihipiy add a NET1 00 card If required 

AH products comply wifi IEEE802 1 1b and Interwork wriih other compliant system b. 

plugs into RISC OS machines Btted with Simt^ USB card Stack based on 
acdadmedNETtOO code: £79 95 PC version (no RISC OS divers^ £S9.9S 

. : Tbie versatile device atiows single machine or groups 

of machines Pitted wffh network cards, to be integrated into a wirelesa network. E99-&5inc 

For use with Portable machines: £59,95ihC 

- : Probably the most impressive broadband fouler and firewall yetf £1 29lnc 

We prefer to talk thr ou^ every Install, so please contact us If you are oonsktering a wirelese solution. 
We promise not to leave you oonkrsed, 


Got a Digital Camera or a Palmtop? You need DIGIFLASHM! 

These brand new interfaces^ supplied with a new, full read'write filing 
system allow owners of the Simtec USB card to use virtually all 
camera card formats, 

DigtFlashS readi'wrfles SmartMedia and Typet Compact Flash. 

DigiFlashT adds Type2 CF. Memory Slick, Secure Digital, MuHiMedia 
Card and Microdfive. 

Dtgiflash2: NEW PRICE £39,B5 Digiflash?: NEW PRODUCT £59.9$ 


3 button PS/2 mouse £5.95inc 
Genius wheel nrouse £12.95inc 
Genius optical mouse £1 7.95jnc 
Genius wireless wheel mouse £t9.95 
Genius Optical Wireless mouse £29,95 

Devices above require PS2MouseM]r^j for use on RiscPC, 


USB sc^nrg at true 3200x1 600dpi Indud&s 
ban&parancy adaptor. USB cablo etc. 

Scanner only £1 79.00 
TWAIN aind scannktg software £35 
SPECIAL OFFER: Scanner. USB card and 
FREE TWAIN and Scanning Software; £268 


USB ''lun* cameras. Alfordlable' snapsholB* 
(please contact PhotoDesK for professional 
solutions) 

LiSB Printers USB wlreleas networking. USB 
SENdevtcee 

As developers, we confunlsslort, deeJ^ and 
supply these and MUCH MUCH MORE! 
Contact UB for further details 


SAVE MONEY 

Our Keyboard Controlled Switch allows a si ogle keyboard, monitor and mouse to be used with several machines* 


Fuly buffered - machines may be powered up In any order Supplied wilh UL2919 rated cabling. 

Enhanced for RISC OS machiies - If it hasn't got our name outside the box It doesn't have our modifleafions inside the box 
Simple to set up with fiifi inslructtorts Simply the best quality switch available for RISC OS machines.! 


2 port switch: £B9mc: 4 port switch: £1 29inc. Includes all cabling etc. PS2MouseMtni only €10 wKh a switch. 


Don’t compromise on a retail PC ' let us give you a no-cbligalfon quote for a oistom maohhe whldr does w her yeu need! 


Provides USB expansion to RISC OS 
machines. Suppled with divers for 
keyboards, mtoe, loyslcks etc 

NEW PRICE £69 + del + VAT - £S9lnc 
4 port hub £10 with card (£20 alone) 


Simply transfer data between RISC Q5 and 
PC machines. 

S4MB: £37.95 Win MP3 playback £79 
1 28M B; £57 95 Wtli M P3 playback £99 

256MB: £97 95 MP3 ver^ eoon ! 


USB gives you MUCH 
MUCH MORE! 


USB Printer interfaces - add more printers to 
your madilne! 

USB Zip drives for franster of data, no SCSI 
prcWems ever again! 


PS2^f!oyseMln! 

Our PS2MouseMini interface allows you to use PS/2 PC 
mice with your RISC OS machine. 


Only €l8.9Sinc 


tlETlOO 


> ^ a 1 HefvMMk card lor RlscPC A7DOQ 

' Prov4£Hri lor accvss lo 10 or 100 rKlvvDrlig 

> Stvor^ hmOfU Kfiyln ol FLASH 4n«iiciry Iw {Biivvn 
*.pr»k:i«i lo mtumY FLASH corterts for {Mw toilers 

* Lowvr kHwicy ihae converaiooai 1 o litgabi ^Ardc 

* m^gaiMn brtigc rMtivakIrigi 

Omy £69 fr OH + VAT - £*»»£ 
RISC OS to PC CNitlOO. PC ewd xoveO - cuoinc 
He«r<!ih ewlotivr I port m tOSine 6 pW > C7Sinc: 

Ljnn^Sa £4lnc 
And [3lh*r iwtacxklrTgdrrtotc avAlJsl* 


A s#fKlbly £|wolltd unlrliHrruptiiibto powimiupply 

>660VA rltd 

* up 10 46 niinUlt^ backup 

i AVP >vidib«Kt a buck irii.Jne voMdg* I out d 
letrorcfl} 

* ^.louiie niAln£ cpika. proMkri 

* PiFI Idt^rfeig 

* Fiter«dAnd proi#d«d iiiadtii* tocktu 

" Suppted wkh lo irta<b to 2 sthaebitws devtow 

♦ CIO - £74 MfcK 


Stuart Tyrrell Developments Email: info@stdevel.co.uk 
PO Box 1 83, OLDHAM OL2 8FB http://www.stdevel.co.uk 
Tel: 0845 458 8803 / 01706 848 600 All prices include VAT and P&P 
Fax: 0870 164 1 604 (national rate) Switch/Visa/Mastercard welcomed. 

Stuart TyrreH DevefopmenK Is a trading name of Advantage Six Ltd All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE 






News 


RISC OS South East Show 


R ISC OS South-East 2003 is to be 
held at Guildford College on 
October 18th. Given the 
tremendous success of last year's show, 
the organisers were keen to hold a 
sequel. As last year, the show is being 
organised by the Surrey and Sussex 
Acorn User Group in conjunction with 
Fillin Ltd. 

Last year all stands in the halt were 
taken and the response from exhibitors 
this year has been even better Many 
have asked for additional stand space, 
plus there will be are even more 
exhibitors than last year As a 
consequence the exhibition area will be 
expanded to take In the space used by 
the theatre last year This has the dual 
benefits of allowing more exhibitors plus 
more space for visitors to move around 
in (it was a little crowded last year). 

Current exhibitors include: 

* Acorn Publisher 

• Acorn User 

• Archive 

• Aemulor 

• APDL 

• The ARM Club 

• Brian Jaques 

• Castle Technology 
• Chanty Stand 

• CJE Micro's 

• Electronic Font Foundry 

• Fortran Friends 

• Icon Technology 
• 1C Software 

• ITC 

• MW Software 

• Paul Vigay 

• Peter Naulls 

* Photodesk 

• RComp 

• RISC OS Ltd 

• Serious Statistical Software 
• Virtual Acorn 

It is expected that several other names 
will be added before the show 
commences. 

The theatre will be in a separate room 
but within easy reach of the halL The 
theatre presentations are as follows: 

Jack Llllingston of Castle will again be a 
key speaker and will talk about the future 
of RISC OS, giving his story about the 
purchase of the operating system from 
Pace. News of lyonix development will 
be the subject of a second presentation. 


RISC OS Ltd will give the latest news of 
the Select scheme, while R-Comp will 
also be announcing new products. We 
expect other talks from Brian Jaques 
and Acorn Publisher. 

Visit the show Web site 
wwwJllinxo.uk/seshow for more details, 
maps and details of public transport. The 
show will be open from 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm and the entry fee remains at E5. 

Select 3 Issue 2 released 

The latest release of Ihe RISC OS Select 
Scheme is now available for download 
from the RISC OS Select Web Site 
http ://se lec t.r i scos*com/ 

This version has been tested and is 
compatible with A7000/+, Rise PC (SA 
and Kinetic), RiscStation R7500, 
MicfoDigital Mico, MicroDigital Alpha 
and Virtual RPC-SE. Limited testing has 
been completed on the Omega, but it is 
not officially supported in this release. 

The upgrade is available for all current 
RISC OS Select subscribers as well as 
those whose subscription was due for 
renewal within the past three months. 

Subject to any major bugs that have 
been undetected, this version will be 
shipped to subsenbers on the next CD, 
over the next 2-3 weeks. 

Some of the new features in this release 
since the last Select 3i1 release are: 

Updated Appletalk Client 

Updated versions of the new ToolBox 
modules (see below) 

Updated some components to avoid 
Castle's undocumented use of 
Wimp^Extend. 

DrawModule now supports path 

Stop Press 


dipping 

Plus the usual number of long standing 
low-level bug fixes. 

A fully detailed comparison between 
Select and RISC OS 5 is available at 

http://se!ect riscos^conViyoni x select.htm 

Included in Select 3 is an updated 
release of the Toolbox modules. These 
have also been released separately (see 
below), and are compatible with all 
versions of RISC OS from 3.10 onwards. 

For those not familiar with the Toolbox, it 
was designed with the following goals 
to: 

• facilitate writing consistent, high- 
quality desktop applications under 
RISC OS 3.10 and later 

• encourage the writing of 
applications whose user interface 
complies with the RISC OS 3 Style 
Guide 

• be easy to learn 

• be language- indepen dent 

• make it no harder to do operations 
which can currently be done using 
the Wimp. 

The User Interface Toolbox has been 
designed to be extensible to support any 
number of Object Classes by the 
creation of Object Modules which 
implement those Classes, ResEd (the 
resource file editor supplied with Acorn 
C/C++ and also as part of the RISC OS 
Select Scheme) was also designed so 
that editors for new Object Templates 
can be added without the need to alter 
the main ResEd binary. 

The modules are provided for download 
and installation as a Self Extracting and 
Installing Archive. 

The toolbox module installer, Tbox/ffS, is 
intended to install updated toolbox 
modules. You should set its type to &FF8 


Paul Reuvers of X-Ample Technology has announced that he has obtained the 
licence to update and develop Impression, as published by Computer Concepts. 
This amazing news has sent waves of excitement through the RISC OS market as a 
huge number of Rise PC owners still use this software and did not want to upgrade 
to a 32-bit machine because it would only work on the Aemulor, 

Paul has stated that his first priority will be the conversion to 32-bit plus the 
correction of some long-standing bugs. From there who is to say what will be 
possible. Go to www.xatnl 
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(Absolute) and then double-click it to 
run. 


Although the modules have been built to 
be processor and C library neutral, RISC 
OS 5 does not provide support tor 
softloaded Toolbox modules. Users will 
be required to manually update their 
IBoot sequence- Users should contact 
Castle Technology Ltd for more 
information if they uncertain how to do 
this. The new Toolbox resources are 
available for free download from 
h ttp ;//sup port^ri scok. co m/Support/U pdates/ind 
ex.htm 


USB Hub bundled with lyonix 

For a limited period Castle are offering a 
free 4-port USB hub with every new 
lyonix PC ordered in September and 
October 2003. 

This 4 port USB hub allows at least 
seven USB devices to be attached 
simultaneously to an lyonix PC. With the 
addition of more USB hubs you can 
simultaneously attach over 100 USB 
devices to an lyonix PC- A wide range of 
USB products are already available for 
the lyonix PC ranging from keyboards 
and mice to memory card readers, 
printers, scanners, barcode readers and 
so on. This offer replaces the previous 
offer of a free memory card reader, 
www.iyon ix.com 

New book from Alligata Media 

DTP Principles has been designed as a 
platform and software-independent 
guide to understanding some of the 
most important fundamentals of word 
processing and desktop publishing. By 
concentrating on the universal principles 
of good document design, this guide 
provides valuable information for all 
users of DTP and word processing 
packages, regardless of their choice of 
software and computer system. DTP 
Principles covers such important topics 
as: 

• Planning the structure of a 
document, from page design to text 
layout and attributes 

• Understanding font styles, and how 
to choose the right font for your 
document 

• How to present text well, through 
the correct use of punctuation and 
embellishments 


• The Golden Ratio, and how to use it 
to give your documents excellent 
design balance 

There are three alternatives for CD- 
ROMs to be supplied with the guide: 

Ovation 1 available in both 26-bit and 
32-bit forms, the original Ovation forms 
the ideal basis for the development of 
your DTP skills. If you don’t have the 
budget yet for Ovation Pro, it's worth 
getting Ovation 1 just to see where 
everything started. (Usual price £11.50) 

75.000 Vector clip-art, a packed two- 
CD-ROM set of WMF files; all of which 
will convert easily into Draw files for use 
under RISC OS. We may make this 
collection available at a later date in 
Drawfile format, but this will not be 
offered free with DTP Principles: and will 
form a part of our standard software 
range. (Usual price £9.99) 

5.000 Photos CD-ROM, 5,000 high 
quality JPEG Images; immediately 
accessible to RISC OS users and 
covering a wide range of topics. (Usual 
price £4.99). 

DTP Principles, together with one CD- 
ROM pack from those listed above, will 
cost £4.99 plus £1 postage and packing. 
To order, please call APDL on 020 8778 
2659 or write to APDL, 39 Knighton Park 
Road, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN. 

Grapevine upgrade 

R-Comp have released version 1.11 of 
the popular Grapevine Communication 
software. Grapevine is an internet 
conversation program,, allowing you to 
use the IRC and MSN cross-platform 
communication/chat protocols. 

Using the software, RISC OS users can 
keep in contact with friends and family 
via the Internet, even if they are miles 
away or on different continents. If your 
family/friends are online, you can 
communicate with them while you are 
online doing Web browsing, e-mail and 
so on. 

Additionally Grapevine allows for easy 
file transfer, so you can send and receive 
files without needing to resort to e-mail 
or other system. This means that you 
could be talking about a holiday with 
someone, and in a couple of clicks send 
them some photos. 


1.11 of Grapevine is a major upgrade 
adding a large number of new features. 


Heading the list is a "user” system 
allowing each family member to have 
their own settings. This means that 
parents can have separate settings and 
contacts to those of the children, or 
alternatively you could have one set of 
contacts for business and one for after- 
hours. 

Another major new feature Is a logging 
system. Grapevine has always allowed 
you to save the conversation history, but 
you can now enable/disable logging of 
any conversation or chat session, and 
the messages will be saved as they 
appear. 

The MSN section of the software now 
allows you to send multi-line messages 
{a single message can have line breaks 
in it) allowing for longer formatted 
messages to be sent. There are also 
new sound effects so that you can hear 
when things happen, even if you aren't 
actually watching the machine. 

The code that handles the fist of contact 
names has been enhanced, allowing for 
all kinds of esoteric, long contact names. 
However, you can also over-ride these 
by specifying your own, preferred 
contact name, useful for people who like 
to change their contact names to obtuse 
things on a regular basis. 

On the IRC front, Grapevine now allows 
the use of FServes for file downloads, 
and makes it easy to transfer lots of files 
in one session. Additionally, it now 
understands some of the extensions 
Introduced by the popular Windows 
MIRC software. 

There's much more, too - the change log 
for this version is as long as all the other 
release versions combined! Work has 
already begun on expanding Grapevine 
further, indeed 1.11 includes many 
“behind the scenes" changes to the way 
the software works in preparation for 
future upgrades. 

Grapevine costs £25 inclusive of VAT 
and UK delivery. 

RComp have also released DataPower 
Home: a re-badged and improved 
version of lota's DataPower 1 . 
DataPower Home can run on versions of 
RISC OS from 3. 1-5.0 (it is compatible 
with both 26-bit and 32-bit RISC OS 
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Designing stunning graphics 




has never been easier^ 


Get the latest version of the platform^s most popular 
advanced vector graphics package! 



Create stunning graphics using 
advanced features like 

• multiple transparency types (mix, 
stained glass, bleach) 

• multi-column text areas 

• user-defined dynamic pattern fills 

New: Artworks 2J released! 

• Page rulers • Print area control 

• Advanced text on curve control 

• Document stationery * Interactive help 
Many bug Ibces and other improvements 


y ^ ^ 


• dynamic blends and replications 

■ moulds and perspectives 

■ Sprite/G IF/TIFF and SVG export 

• Draw and EPS import and export 

• linear and radial fills, Undo/Redo 

• many more 


Suftable for RISC OS 3, S or higher. 
Tested with RISC OS 4, Setect and 5- 
Tested on Rise PC. Omega and lyonrx. 

Many applications including Impression, 
OvationPno, OHP and PhotoDesk can 
directly render ArtWorks files^ 
Alternatively, export in standard Draw 
format for use with all applications 
supporting the Draw format 



^without transparency; requires latest version of free ArtWorks Viewer utility 

Artworks 2 Full Version £169 

Artworks 2 upgrade from Artworks 1.7 £125 

Artworks 2 upgrade from ArtWorks pre- 1 #7 *#• £140 

Please enquire for details of upgrade offers for existing plug-in modules customers. 

All prices include VAT, Please add £4 for p&p. Make cheques payable to Martin Wuerthner. 


Handala design 
created by Hen k 
Nuinen using 
ArtWorks 2 


MW Software 
Martin Wuerthner 

m art i n@m w- software ,c om 


Mannheimer Str, 18 
&76SS Kaiserslautern 
Germany 

h tt p :/y WWW. m w-softwar e.co m/ 





RISC OS 

specialists 


UK Domain Name Registration 
from £9.99 for 2 years 

UK Web Hosting 
from £1 4.99 per year 

Looking for a cheap web hosting package 
without annoying banner ads or popups? 

This Is for you, 

Web Design 

Looking for a web site design company based 
in the UK with many years of expefience and a 
no nonsense approach to quality web design? 


www.vision-internet.net 


0845 1 23 2694 for general enquiries and support 

Vision Internet Services^ PO Box fi2, Hyde, CSwshire, SK14 6FF, United Kingdom. 



Terronsys Limited fe/: 07788 581440 
PO Box 27264 Fax: 08707 120124 

London enifmes@tetnnsys.ltd.uk 

Nil 3XQ http-J/www.temnsys.itd.uk 



... for computers tfmt yO'U wanf 


- system Ut to your own spec 

- upgrade yom ej(istin^ system 

-let US recommend a system 

- system repairs and fauft finding 


Compact/Mini/Tower Systems - Laptops 
and Peripherals - Components - Software f| 


O 




Contact for a quote 




GO-LEGEND 

Broadband ADSL 



•Ultra-fast and reliable 

•Straight forward to order otkI install 

•Simple upgrade for existing Go-Legend customers 

•Optimised for home-user applications 







-LEGEHD 

www.go-leqend.net 
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machines). 

DataPower Home improves upon 
DataPower 1, dealing with some major 
outstanding problems and adding 32-bit 
compatibility, as well as components 
from their recent DP2 release. The 
DataPower documentation has also been 
updated with tutorials specific to 
DataPower Home, 

The idea behind DataPower Home is to 
offer users a weil-rounded product for 
syb-£50, without some of the more 
sophisticated (and perhaps, less often 
used) facilities present in DP2. It makes 
an ideal 'starter' product for those not 
wishing to take the full plunge of 
DataPower 2. 

The main differences between 
DataPower Home and DataPower 2 are 
that 'Home' is a "flat file" database (ie. 
not relational) and lacks the scripting, 
SQL and data-joining found in DP2. 

DataPower Home is a logical upgrade for 
existing DataPower 1 users who have 
found no need for the relational and 
other features of DataPower2, especially 
as some "show-stopper" faults have 
been fixed in the new version. Needfess 
to say, it follows R-Comp's trend of 
disabling the notorious protection 
system, allowing for simple, quick instal- 
lation on your machine. Additionally, it is 
released as a combined 26-bit and 32- 
bit CD, so the product is future-proofed. 

The program also includes graphing 
facilities, so that you can produce charts 
and diagrams from your data, to get a 
clearer picture. The graphing facility 
includes many types of chart in both 2D 
and 3D. Results can be printed, or 
exported into DTP, word processor or 
other graphics programs. 

DataPower Home (single user) CD 
version £49 inc VAT 
DataPower Home upgrade from lota DPI 
£25 inc VAT 

R-Comp, 22 Robert Moffat, High Legh, 
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6PS; Tel: 

(+44) 01925 755043; Fax: (+44) 01925 
757377; Web: www.rcGmpxo.uk 

User Group news 

BAUG: The oldest established 
Acorn/RISCOS Group, now in their 22nd 
year Web site: http;//come,to/baug 

• September 23rd CD-burning on 


lyonix 

• October 14th Problemsolving 
Session,,, 

• October 21st No meeting 
College closed 

The RISC OS North West User Group 
(RONWUG) continues to meet at the 
Trafford Metrovick Rugby & Cricket Club, 
Finnybank Rd, Sale, Cheshire M33 6LR 
on the third Wednesday evening of each 
month. Admittance and membership are 
free. For more information, e-mail 
info@TOnwug.org Or phone 0161 969 9820. 

The RISC OS User Group of London 
(ROUGOL) meets on the third Monday 
evening of every month, at The Blue- 
Eyed Maid, 173 Borough High Street. 
London SE1 1HR. The October meeting 
features a networking tutorial, 
connecting RISC OS and Windows XP 
systems. The November and December 
meetings will be informal. Admittance 
and membership are free. For more 
i n format ion, e - mai 1 i nf o@rou gol^el lybaby.net 
or phone 07876 035 495. 

The ICENI Computer Club meets on the 
first Wednesday evening of every month, 
at Bourne Vale Social Club, Halifax 
Road, Ipswich, IP2 8RE. “Vector 
Graphics" is the topic for the November 
meeting, and December sees a 
Christmas party and bring and buy 
auction. Entry to your first meeting is 
free. For more information, e-mail 
iceni@woolndge.0rg.uk or phone 01 255 
503048. 

HP DeskJet 9300 driver 

A RISC OS driver is now available for the 
just released HP Deskjet 9300 printer. 
This printer will probably replace the 
DeskJet 1220 as HP's main A3 capable 
inkjet. 

The driver provides settings to allow 
either full colour or grey scale printing at 
both 300 and 600dpi. Specific settings 
are provided for a variety of media types 
and print qualities. 

An appropriate icon bar symbol, which 
resembles the 9300, is provided. The 
driver package also includes appropriate 
palette files and a ‘toolkit*. 

The driver should work reliably with RISC 
OS 4 and Printers version 1 .64 or later. 
Use with Printers version 1 .53, or later, 
may well be possible but is not 
guaranteed. The driver has not been 
tested with either the Alpha, Omega or 


lyonix computers. 

The driver should work reliably either via 
the parallel port, with the recommended 
IEEE1284 standard cable, or via the 
Simtec USB card. Simtec USB setup is 
straightforward and does not require a 
modified version of ! Printers. Support is 
not provided for Duplex or Photo- 
realistic printing. 

For more information please visit the 
Web site: www.users. global net. co.ukf~jbcb/ 

Director 0.36 released 

Director is a general purpose desktop 
tool. It allows you to customise your 
desktop by creating menus of useful 
commands and icons to attach the 
menus to. Any number of menus or 
icons can be created and attached in 
any order to each other. 

Director also allows an alternative and 
faster view onto files in the form of 
directory menus and allows these menus 
to be attached to other menus also. 

The application has some other useful 
features such as remembering the most 
recently used files, the ability to add key 
strokes into the keyboard buffer and the 
ability to produce directory menus over 
drive icons. 

Director is fully customisable by the user, 
and can do many or all of the functions 
of Pinboard+, TreeMenu (AKA DirMenu), 
Filer-* QuickDir, DeskUtils, Memorizer, 
Menon and some of the functions of 
Filer+. 

There are three archives available for 
download. The first (director) contains 
the main Director programs and 
associated utilities and menus. The 
second (director-devel) also contains the 
source code and CVS information. The 
third (dlrector-docs) contains the 
documentation in a variety of formats. 

All the archives can be downloaded from 
tittp;//director.sourceforge,netor 
ww w.sourceforge . n e t/pro j ects/d irector 

Viewfinder adds Radeon 

The ViewFinder graphics card for the 
Rise PC and A7000 now supports ATI 
Radeon AGP cards. Two new Radeon- 
equipped ViewFinders are available: 

A Radeon 7000 card with 64 MB of 
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memory (+ TV-out) for 250 Euros and a 
Radeon 7500 card with 128 MB of 
memory {+ TV-out and a DVI connector) 
for 300 Euro inc. 19% VAT. Upgrades for 
existing ViewFinder users are also 
available for 1 50 and 200 Euro including 
VAT. 

ViewFinders with Radeon AGP cards can 
currently offer the following: 

• Your desktop running at up to 2048 
X 1536 X 16M colours, 70 Hz. 

• Accelerated graphics operations, 
making desktop use very smooth 
indeed (up to 20 times faster than 
an unexpanded Rise PC) 

• TV-out capability up to 1024 x 
768 (new) 

• Dual monitor support (new, in 
development) 

• Full support for 2 and 4 colour 
modes (new) 

More details are become available on: 

www.windfall.nt 

RISC OS 4 goes Virtual 

RISCOS Ltd and Virtual Acorn have 
signed an Agreement to allow for the 
distribution of RISC OS 4 ROM images 
with the Virtual Acorn range of 
Emulators. This follows a prolonged 
disagreement on whether Virtual Acorn 
actually had a legal license to distribute 
any version of RISC OS with their 
VirtualASOOO product. 

Paul Middleton, Managing Director of 
RISCOS Ltd said *1 am pleased that we 
have now reached agreement to allow a 
fully licensed copy of RISC OS to be 
shipped with the Virtual Acorn Emulator 
program. While it is regrettable that the 
RISC OS market has not seen the launch 
of the planned RISC OS portable 
computers, this Agreement will allow 
RISC OS users to continue to enjoy the 
RISC OS experience." 

Aaron TImbrell of Virtual Acorn went on 
to say that "We are delighted to be 
working with RISCOS Ltd and to be 
supporting the use of RISC OS 4 with 
VirtualAcorn products. We will continue 
developing VirtuaIRPC as both a stand- 
alone product and for the MicroDigital 
Alpha." 

It is intended that new more powerful 
versions of VirtualAcorn will supersede 
VirtualA5000. VirtuaIRPC is already fully 
compatible with the RISC OS Select 


system, and subscribers to the Select 
Scheme will in the future be able to 
install a special VirtuaIRPC version of the 
Select ROM image to further improve the 
Select experience. 

Software developers interested in 
exploiting their products using the 
emulator should contact VirtualAcorn for 
details of volume licensing of VirtuaIRPC. 

You can upgrade a single user 
VirtualASOOO to VirtuaIRPC-SE by 
returning your old CD (in the jewel case) 
along with your payment details, either a 
cheque for £1 39 (plus carriage) or an 
accompanying letter with your 
credit/debit card details. 

New versions of VirtuaIRPC-SE can be 
purchased for £159-i-£1.50 p&p which 
include: 

• RISC OS 4 operating system with all 
the latest updates from RISCOS Ltd. 

• Comes complete with the 
standard ROM based 
applications such as IDraw, lEdit 
and ! Paint. 

• Directly read Acorn format floppy 
discs on Windows 2000 and 
Windows XP. 

• Directly read Acorn format CD 
ROMS on Windows 2000 and 
Windows XP. 

• Complete HTML RISC OS user 
manual with EasyStart front end. 

• Virtual ADFS hard disk drive with the 
latest universal IBoot sequence, 

• Support for integrated graphics 
cards on both laptops and 
desktops. 

• Unlimited hard disk sizes using the 
HostFS filing system. 

• Support for up to 256Mb of RAM 
(you can allocate up to 50% of your 
PC memory to VirtuaIRPC-SE). 

• Support for full 24-bit desktops and 
resolutions up to 1600x1200 

• Printing using the supplied RISC OS 
printer drivers. 

• Full commercial versions of Ovation, 
DrawWorks Millennium, FasterPC 
and Mr Clippy. 

• Sample software packs of Public 
Domain, Freeware and Shareware 
programs, 

• Access to the many thousands of 
RISC OS applications available. 

VirtualAcorn, 86 Turnberry Home Farm, 
Bracknell, RG12 8ZH Tel: 01344 452868; 
Web: www.virtualacorn.co.uk 


Announcing ROUGPS 

Martin Wuerlhner, the developer behind 
Artworks 2, has announced a new 
initiative for improving the range of 
printers supported on RISC OS. 
Developing high-quality printer drivers 
for photo-real printing is a very 
demanding task. 

Native printer driver developments under 
RISC OS have fallen behind considerably 
and this situation is unlikely to change. 
Luckily, the Linux connrnunity has an 
active group of F>eople working on 
printer drivers for high-resolution photo- 
real printing on current inkjet printers (by 
Epson, Canon, HP and others). 

The RISC OS Universal Graphics Printing 
System (ROUGPS) project aims to create 
a RISC OS printer driver based on the 
Linux gimp-print system. It will be able 
to drive hundreds of printer models at 
their highest resolutions and with 
support for different media types and 
photo-real printing. 

As gimp-print is open source software 
published under the GPL, it Is likeiy that 
the results of the ROUGPS project wit) 
be made available under the same 
licence. This precludes the possibility of 
selling it as a commercial product. 

Instead, everyone who is interested will 
be encouraged to donate money to 
support the project. Nobody is asked to 
send any money right now, it will only be 
collected when the project is finished. 
However, the project will only go ahead if 
enough users commit to a donation by 
sending an e-mail stating the amount of 
money they are willing to donate. 

If you wish to commit to funding the 
project and pledge your “^intent “ to 
donate, please send an e-mail to ro- 
prmtmg@mw-software.com with a subject 
of “Donation" and the sum you are 
willing to donate rn the body of the 
message (including currency}. This will 
be regarded as a binding promise, so 
expect a request for that amount of 
money when the project is finished 

You can find more details about the 

project at: www.mw- 

software .com/ software/ rougps/ rougps. h tm I 
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Broadband ADSL internet 

www.not.ms 

looking for something different? 


*Block of real IP addresses 
*No blocked ports or 
protocols 

*Fixed cost permanent link 
*Fast installation 


are you well connected? 

www.aaiep.net.uk 



39 Knighton Park Road, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN 
Phone: 020 8778 2659 Fax: 020 8488 0487 
Web: www.apdi. co. uk Email: sales@apdL co. uk 


General 

Aficestor+ 

Celebration 
Dr. Fonty 
EasyC++ 

Easy Font Pro 
(plus 2J00fonts) 
Font Fiend 
Fun Learning 
Hard Disc Companion 
MasterFile III 
Music Maestro (MIDI 
and music programs) 
Night Sky 
Rhapsody 4 
Schema! 

SchemaEx 
Sleuth 2 OCR 
Sleuth 3 OCR 
Spooler 
TableCalc 
Topographer 
WimpBasic 
Games 

Desktop Replon 
GEK Collection 
Interdictor II 


Other Worlds (with 
Star Fighter 3000) 
Strong Games 
Wizard Apprentice 
Art and Graphics 
Compo 

Draw Works Select 
Upgrades from 
DrawWorks manual 
Mr Clippy Pro 
Penulator 
Phantasm 
ProArtisan 24 
RiscCAD 
Studio24 Pro 
Typography 2500 
Type Studio 
Clip Art CDs 
APDL DTP-1 
APDL DTP-2 
APDL DTP-3 
APDL DTP-4 
Bitfolio 7 
Publish Art CD 
Sherston Xmax Clip 
Art + Split -an- Image 
Hie Grafix CD 


Drive 


20 Gb (5400) 
20 Gb (7200) 
40 Gb (5400) 
40 Gb (7200) 
60 Gb (5400) 
60 Gb (7200) 
80 Gb (7200) 
120 Gb (7200) 


Drive -hCDbum 


16x i0x32x £30 £80 

24xl0x40x £33 £83 

32xl2x40x £36 £86 

Add £70 for a Blitz IDE interface 


Secondhand computers 

Rise PC 600, 420Mb HD, 

CD, 1 6Mb RAM from £65 

Rise PC 700, 1Gb HD, 

CD, 25 Mb RAM from £95 

High spec Strong 
ARM Rise PCs from £25( 

All machines with mouse, khd, etc, 


Bis_C.PC_RAM 

64 Mb £20 

128 Mb £45 

1 to 2 Mb VRAM £47 


Software 


RISC World 

The magazine for all 
RISC OS users. Just 
£19.90 per year, or our 
special offer of four 
years of RISC World 
for just £39. See 
www.riscworl<i. co.uk 
for more details. 

£21.90 and £41 autaide UK 


CD Re-Writers 


This is only a small 
part of our range. For 
even more bargains 
visit our web site at 
www.apdf.co.uk 


All prices include VAT. Hard drives add £6 UK carriage. 
Software prices include UK carriage, add £1 .50 overseas 
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Newsletter Clinic 


T he newsletter's purpose is to 
inform, update and entertain its 
readership on a regular, or at least 
semi-regular, basis. This is true whether 
it's for a dub of 30 members or a 
corporate publication for a multinational. 
It's a unique format because they're 
generally not produced for profit and 
contributed to by people who, although 
knowledgeable in their 
field, are probably not 
professional writers. 

For these reasons 
newsletters possibly 
need help with design 
more than other 
printed publications. 

You might say that it's 
the content of the 
newsletter which is 
paramount, and that it 
doesn't matter how it's 
presented because if 
people want the 
information, they will 
find it. It's the 
designer's job, 
however, to make it 
easier to assimilate 
information. If it's hard 
work, people will be reluctant to spend 
the time; if it's attractive and 
entertaining, people will be glad to. 

Last issue we looked at "masthead" 
design: how the title area of a newsletter 
could be designed in an attractive and 
professional way. Now we need to look 
at the body of the newsletter The secret 
of good newsletter design is "structure 
with flexibility". 

The structure retains continuity and 
reinforces company image (if required). 
The best way to achieve this is by use of 
a grid or template: a series of design 
frames into which all the differing 
elements fit to make a satisfying whole. 

A desktop publishing package such as 
Impression is tailor-made for creating 
grids, but it can even be done in Draw 
(the text is prepared in Edit, and then 
dragged into your Draw template and the 
resultant text area fitted into your 
column template). 

Look at any newsletter, magazine or 
newspaper and you can see that it's 
constructed on a grid. However, if you 
simply stuck to the grid it might get to 
look tired fairly quickly. This is where 
flexibility comes in: creative use of 


headlines, images, drop capitals, all 
contribute to breaking up the columns of 
type. 

A common grid for newsletters is a 
three-column grid, and we're going to 
stick with this for our examples. The 
columns can be any size, but make them 
of equal size to each other. 



t ftoac* PiUMVEJti ruiiLiejiTf0«r 

w.? ' 
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sweep market < 



S t4p-tl«ncln9 cli,ib 
regional trophy 
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Photos or headlines could fit the width of 
one column, or two, or three, giving 
scope for a more interesting overall 
impression. With a little more creativity, 
some images could straddle two 
columns out of alignment with the grid, 
but the text would flow round the image, 
preserving the grid lines. 


Your masthead will be fitted at the top of 
the template in a permanent position. 
Now take some design policy decisions: 
what font will you use for the main body 
text? Will headlines and sub-headings be 
in a different font? Will the use of rules or 
tinted panels aid the design? When it 
comes to body type, readability is a 
prime concern. Fancy fonts are harder to 
read, so choose a 
font with a proven 
track-record of 
legibility: Patatino 
("Pembroke") or 
Garamond for serif 
typefaces, Helvetica 
("Homerton") or Ariel 
for sans-serif (or 
experiment: find a 
font which you think 
fits the newsletter). 

It's often a good idea 
to vary the headline 
font to assist variety 
on the page. A solid 
sans-serif typeface 
such as Hull Black 
works well with both 
serif and sans-serif 
body text. Headlines 
will often span two 

column, breaking the grid up, while the 
body text reinforces the grid structure. 

Images always enhance newsletters, so 
use them if you possibly can. Make the 
image fit the width of one column, or If 
you're feeling adventurous you could try 
placing it between columns and wrap the 
text round it. 

Subtle use of rules can help to separate 
one article from another. Another device 
is to use a tinted panel behind an article 
so that it is instantly seen as a separate 
entity. Within body text, sub-headings 
can improve readability simple by 
breaking up the text into easily managed 
sections. 

By using our three-column grid as the 
basis of the design, and expanding the 
use of the grid by spanning columns, 
adding visual devices, we have hopefully 
presented the information in a more 
attractive and legible manner. Structure, 
with flexibility, has helped to get the 
message across. 


Nigel Gatherer 
augraphics@acornuser.com 
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lyonix Applications 


lyonix applications, part 2 


W e have been looking at the 
upgrades and speed 
improvements that the lyonix 
PC can bnng to RISC OS users whether 
programmers or not. And to what degree 
the speed improvements actually 
improve matters. 

This time around we wrap up the major 
applications with Photodesk and then 
look at what lesser applications and 
utilities have received the upgrade. Plus 
we look at the good old benchmarks as 
well as the changes to BBC BASIC, 

BBC BASIC 

There are two names in the development 
of BBC BASIC, after its original author 
Sophie Wilson: Steve Drain and Steve 
Revill. Steve Drain is a PD author who 
has developed extensions to BBC BASIC 
that can be loaded and added to any 
version. His changes are very clever and 
very extensive. 

The second name, Steve Revill, is 
someone who has worked on the 
development of the 32‘blt version of 
BBC BASIC along with other internal 


Photodesk 

The 32-bit modifications to Photodesk 
came very quickly and almost 
surprisingly. The program itself has not 
been altered or enhanced in any other 
way so as far as this overview is 
concerned what we are really concerned 
with is the speed improvements. 

There is, however, one key difference: the 
2SMb limit on application space limitation 
is gone. This means that Photodesk can 
load and save much larger images. So 
let's see what it can do. 

changes that were necessary. He's been 
working on it since 1998 and the lyonix 
version of BBC BASIC has a number of 
enhancements, some Important, some 
less so but all significant inasmuch as It 
shows that further development of the 
language can happen. We are going to 
look at some of the enhancements in 
BBC BASIC and what they mean. 

32-bit compatibility 

Made it 32-bit compatible; added the 32- 
bit flag to the module header; added 
opcodes to the Assembler along with 
fixing some minor parsing problems. 


Load 783k jpeg 20secs 3secs 
Increase contrast 26 secs 1.5sec 
Save 1 5M b f ile 1 6sec 1 . 5sec 
Which just about says everything you 
need to say. After I had done the tests I 
started playing with Photodesk experi- 
menting with all the options and it was 
just incredible. You could try anything 
because the response was virtually 
instantaneous. 

Lovely. 


A very useful improvement for Assembly 
language programmers is that ALIGN will 
now force any unused bytes to zero 
when assembling at both P% and 0%. 
This is better than leaving possibly 
uninitialised memory behind. The 
assembler now correctly recognises the 
new 'LR' special variable {register 14) 
when the L is lower-case and also has 
the 'SP' (register 13) special variable 
defined. 

Internal to the module itself all 408 
instances of pushes and pops of a single 
register using the LDMIA SP! instruction 
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have been replaced with an LDR/STR 
equivalent, which provides a small 
performance boost on StrongARM-like 
processors and some obscure bits of 
the source code have had explanatory 
comments added. 

Tracing 

TRACE PROC {and the identical TRACE 
FN) now flushes the VCACHE when it is 
encountered. This is important, because 
procedure and function call locations are 
normally cached to avoid looking-up the 
name and searching for the location of 
the DEE aprt from the first time. 

When tracing is active, we don't add 
any procedure or function calls to the 
cache, because we can't output the 
name to the trace output (without 
parsing it and hence slowing down 
cache behaviour). So, we now flush the 
VCACHE at the start of PROC/FN 
tracing so that all calls are reported 
(before, the cached ones would not 
appear in the trace output), 

TRACE ENDPROC has been 
implemented to allow the output of 
'ENDPROC and 'ENDFN' in the trace 
output whenever a procedure or function 
is exited. This complements the TRACE 
PROC/FN functionality. 




One True Awk prograinTr^ 
language (v.20020628) witti 
an easy desktop inteflace. 

FbscLua 

2.31 

RiscLua, now a modulo, is a 
povirertijl scripting tanguage 
for Rjsc OS tfiat earn also be 
used tor wimp fXDgramming, 

Vfefcro 

26- 11 .02 Velcro lets you stick 

applications to the iconbar so 
that you can pass parametefS 
to them by dragging. 

Weave 

1,3 

Weave is a description 
lariguaga tor websiiea and an 
appicaton 10 create toem 
from weave aenpts. 

StaiTup 

1.02 

A smsdl module to inhibit the 
lisptay of the wr^come 
banner at startup. 

Qit)PDF 

2.02t1 -2 FastQ’s C 111^^317 for 

coostmcfing PDF documents. 

MakaALF 

2.00 

MakeALFis Gareth 
McCau^iai's tod for creating 
and manipjating ot3ject file 
(AiOF) Fibra'ies. 

PicStze 

0.1 

Find widlh and height b pixels 
of GF. JPEG and PNG files. W 
comes in the ^^c^o package 
as an sxanpiB. 

Splirf/Joinf 

1 13 

Adam Hannitton‘s command 
Ine file splrtter/pner. 

loon Technoiogy Ltd 

EasiVWter Piro+ 

810 

EasVMer Is a tolly featured 
vuord processor witf i the abifily 
to read and vvrite Microsoft 
Word documents, 

TechlVVrfter Rnc^■^ 

aio 

TochWrirer is a toity featired 
word processor with a buitl-in 
equation ecStor. ft can atso 
read arid write Microsoft Word 
documents.. 

Image Sotiwar© 

EBMS 

1.30 

Retail managemeni softv^. 

Money Manager 2002 

2,01 F^sonai accounts 
package. 

InteJligent Interfaces Ltd 


IEEe488 (GPei 

3.00 

For ctommkjrtic^tirig with 

Interface Expa'ision Cad 

iaboratory mstrufinents. 


QUIT [+[expres$ion]+] has been added 
to allow a return code to be passed 
back to the calling environment when 
BASIC exits. This is the only sensible 
way for a BASIC program to set 
Sys$ReturnCode on exit, other methods 
get trashed when BASIC removes its 
environment handlers. 

Graphic changes 

There is a new syntax for MODE: 

MODE [+[width]+j,[+[height]+],[+[bpp]+] 
[,[+[framerate]+j] 

This uses OS^ScreenMode 0, rather 
than *WimpMode. The bpp may be 1, 2, 
4, 6, 8, 16 or 32. 8 selects a full palette 
256''COloyr mode, 6 an old-style one. 
COLOUR and GCOL both allow colour 
numbers rather than old-style colours. 
Also, background colours can be set 
with R,G,B forms. 

COLOUR [OF f\ [ON b] 

COLOUR [[OF] r,g,b] [ON r,g,b] 

GCOL [OF [[+[action]+]],t] [ON 
[[+[action]'f]l,b] 

GCOL [[OF] [[+[action]+],]r,g,b] [ON 
[[+[action]+yr,g,b] 

For COLOUR R.G.B, the OF is 
unnecessary, but provided for uniformity. 
For GCOL R,G,B, OF tightens up the 
usage of [+[action]+], without it 


1 6 Brt Parallel LD Expansion Card 2.00 For a 




wide range of digital I/O 
appScatiohs. 

Dual High 

4.00 

For high speed hien^i 

Serial Interface 


ac;cess and all other 

Expansion Cad 


applicaticins requiring RS232 
compatible serial communi- 
cations. 

Upgrade ROM for 

3.00 

Upgrade FOM for Stogie and 

Single and Double 


Acorn Dajble Width m 

Width I/O Expansion Cards 

Expansion Cards. 

Upgrade from 

4.00 

Upgrade from Originat FSS4.23 

Ofigsnal RS423. to High 

to High Speed Serial 

SpeedSerial Interface 


Interface. 

Use?r Port 

0.02 

ProvidGS FBSC OS based 

Expansion Car d 


compute with the User Port 
of tha BBC MioocoiTjpuier. 

12 ©t Instalments ADdsp) 
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Jaffa Software 
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Desktop Management 
Software 

Joseph Heenan 



POPstar 
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NewsHound 
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FreeTtme 

Internet time efent 

WebGet 

Becuraive wOb page fetcher 

KeylMote 

Charges 
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Work manager applicatjon for 
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SharpEye 

1.27 
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Liquid Silicon 
FreeMem 

1.14 

Free memory K time drsplay 

MW Software 
GhCfStSoipf 

7.03 

PostScript interpreter avafiat^ 
tor many plalfomns with the 


[+[action]+] is passed in to both R3 and 
R4 of ColourTrans_SetGCOL for 
backwards compatibility. Some may 
have used GCOL 128,r,g,b to set the 
background cotour, although this ends 
up setting reserved flags in the 
ColourTrans_SetGCOL call. 

Screen modes have a set of VDU 
variables which you can read and write 
with an OS_ call, however the VDU 
command has now been extended to 
operate as a function so that 
x%=VDU(n) returns the value of the 
specified VDU variable. 

Compatibility 

TIME$= has been modified to pass a 
terminated string with a valid reason 
code to OS_Word 15 when TIMES is set, 
rather than passing an unterminated 
string with the length as the reason 
code. Necessary for territories where 
%w3, %dy or %m3 are unusual lengths, 
BASIC will now give up unused 
application space if possible at certain 
moments; during SYS calls (as long as 
no string parameters are passed in), 
MODE changes, OSCLI and commands. 
Also, it will not refuse requests to grow 
application space although it will not 
expand into the extra space unless the 


GMew 

1.40 

afcjifity to turn PostScript files 
into RSG OS spnftes. 
Front-end for GhostSenpt. 

RasMo! 

1.40 

Turning the latter into a 
desktop PostScript prewewer. 
Mol^xjlaf graphics visuali- 
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Quest Design 8t Publishing Ltd 
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Stockport Cheshire 
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Whatever your goals and aspirations our 
unique results-driven attitude will ensure 
that you meet your strategic targets. 

Not just a design agency, we can offer 
many other services from design to 
authoring and editing, from concept to 
website design and PR. 

The question is: is your current image 
communicating the exact message that 
you want it to communicate? 

If not you have to ask yourself how much 
of the market place is being driven off 
and is unavailable to you. 

With today's fast moving commercial 
pace. Quest can give you the edge. With 
all services under one roof you can save 
on lead times and briefing time. 

In a world where creating the right image 
is key, all your design and corporate 
issues can be created, coordinated and 
integrated under one roof. 

You will find us friendly and easy to work 
with. We work within your parameters 
and get results. 

Please feel free to call on 0161 429 8902 
or e-mail us at: sales@questdp.co uk 
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HIMEM command is used. 

Application space is only surrendered if 
no library is INSTALLed, HIMEM is set to 
ttie top of BASIC's memory, and 
BASIC's memory extends to the top of 
the application slot. 

This permits easy MODE changes and 
so on, outside the desktop. Note the 
effect that now outside the desktop, 
with screen memory at [+[300K and no 
free pool. MODE 28 will work, while VDU 
22,28 will not. This restores some long 
lost behaviour from the 8-bit BBc Micro 
days. 

’BASIC will now return an error if it fails 
for any reason. This is slightly more 
polite than the SVC mode infinite loop it 
used to go into. 

Programming 

A new DIM LOCAL statement has been 
added with the syntax 
DIM [+[numeric variable]+j LOCAL 
(+[numeric expressionj+] 

DIM LOCAL allocates space from the 
BASIC stack rather than from the heap. 
This means that the space allocated is 
automatically freed on exit from the 
PROC or FN in which it was claimed. 

As with all LOCAL statements, it must 
appear in a PROC or FN definition and 
cannot appear inside a structure which 


uses the stack (tike FOR..NEXT) or after 
a LOCAL ERROR. 

Much like the manner in which “DIM 
foo% -1 " returns the value of the top of 
used memory without allocating space, 
"DIM foo% LOCAL -1" returns the value 
of the stack pointer at the time of the 
request, without allocating any space 
from the stack. This can be useful in 
computing the free space between the 
top of the BASIC heap and the bottom 
of the stack. Of course, the stack is 
used by SASIC while interpreting the 
program, so the contents of memory 
below foo% should always be treated as 
undefined. 

One caveat of using DIM LOCAL is that 
the stack cannot be moved while there 
are DIM LOCALS defined. END= will 
return an error and any Service_Memory 
calls will be claimed for the duration of 
the DIM LOCAL. 

The expression evaluation in the BASIC 
WHEN statement had an omission 
where it could skip past a syntax error 
without generating any error. 

For example, "WHEN (R%]+]]+]25) AND 
1)=1 : do something" would not return 
an error (unmatched parentheses) 
because the expression is complete and 
evaluated up to the "AND 1 ". Once this 


is found to not match the condition of 
the CASE, BASIC searches forwards for 
the next ’WHEN", “OTHERWISE" or 
"ENDCASE", skipping over the ")=1 " 
part. 

Changed this so that, after the 
expression is evaluated and found to not 
match, BASIC already checks to see if 
the next char is a If not, we check 
for a or CR before scanning forwards. 
Any other char is a syntax error. 
Summary 

Some useful changes there, particularly 
in the colour control and tracing areas. 
There are a lot more changes that could 
be made but until this version of Basic is 
made available to every owner of RISC 
OS there are limits to the changes to be 
made. After all there's no point using 
DIM LOCAL in a new program if only 
lyonix owners can use it. 

RISC OS Benchmarks 

Many moons ago benchmarks were all 
the rage in computer magazines. The 
magazine PCW even made an effort to 
have a standardised set of benchmarks 
that could be applied to any type of 
computer. Unfortunately it doesn't really 
work between types because ultimately 
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it's the user interface that makes all the 
difference. 

However given a standard user interface 
it does become reasonably useful to 
have a set of standard tests to compare 
different hardware/software configu- 
rations of essentially the same computer. 
For example all PCs, or all RISC OS 
computers. Because, for example, the 
user interface does a lot of graphical 
plotting, if a particular machine is faster 
at graphics then its user interface will be 


smoother. 

Enter Richard Spencer who spent an 
afternoon devising a set of RISC OS 
benchmarks which will work across the 
range of machines and can be used as a 
basis of comparison for the different 
makes and set-ups. 

His "ROmark" performs 10 tests each of 
which is timed to last one second, and 
calculates how much it gets done in this 
time. This is then compared with the 
standard benchmark for that test 


obtained on his 202MHz StrongARM 
Rise PC which provides the standard 
baseline, A log file of the results is 
produced and loaded into your default 
text editor If you get a rating of 200% it 
means that your computer is twice as 
fast as the standard, 33% means one 
third of the speed, or that it would take 
three times as long to perform the same 
task. 
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ADSL Special Offers 

Home ADSL - All our services are unrestricted and come with 
FREE ADSL Modem Worth over £50,00, unlimited email oddresses and webspace. 

Home 5l2USa Only £25 99 Inc VAT 

Home 512SeW Only £29.99 Inc VAT Anti-virus ond Firewoll with parental 

control included 

Home iMbps and 2Mbps Services Availoble CALL for Detoils 

Business ADSL - All our services ore unrestricted and come with a FREE ADSL Router for 
networks worth over £100.00, Static IP Address and unlimited email addresses 

Business S'l2lite Only E25.99 4- VATHordwore Firewol Option Only £29.99 

Business 512NET Onty £49. 99 + VATHordwore Firewol Option Only £29. 9 9 

Why not let us host your website at the same time from only £4.00 + VAT 
Business iMbps and 2Mbps Services Availoble CALL for details. 

Visit www.freeisli.net 

or email, liroadband@smesupplles.co.uk 
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II us on 
307532140 


NOTICEBOARD 


ib 


PROFESSIONAL 


A powerful program for creating and running 
stand-alone and user-controlled 
presentations on RISC OS computers. Slide 
shows or rolling display presentations can 
be easily created for school, home or 
business use. Graphics/text/photo pages ate made up using 
scanned images, sprites, drawfiles, JPEGS and HTML 
material, etc. Sound can be added using a wide range of 
sources. Programs run on-screen automatically or user- 
controlled. Large-screen digital projection is another useful 
option. 

Single user £32'^^ Site licence £9^.00 


r 32 bit versions I 
now j 

available m 



PICTURE BOOK 2 

The six Picture Book programs offer a 
range of wotk and play activities with 
setting options that can be set to match 
the child's ability. With Picture Book 2 reading, spelling 
and counting become easy and enjoyable for pre- 
school and primary school children and those with 
learning difficulties. 


Single user 


Site iicence 


£75 


KIDS KEYS 

The handy, flexible plastic keyboard overlay with large 
lower case letters in the 'qwerty' key-board layout for 
use with any computer. Easy to fix ar>d remove. 


Singles 


School Pack {10 ) 


£2a 


CONTACT RCSC FOR UPGRADE DETAILS 


Really Good Software Company 

8 Hawthorn Closer Harpenden, Herts, AL6 1HN United Kingdom Tel/Fax; 01582 761 395 

E-mail: 3ales*rgsc®ar9onet.co,uk 
Post/packing add UK & Europe Cl .50 Of her countries £5,00. 

No VAT. Cheque with order please. Official orders welcome. 



don’t 4orget to subscriba. 
to ydiir next copy of 

Acorn User 



THE DATA STORE 


I thFoatahom ' 

pyl iij 

1—i 


• CASTLE, RISCSTATION AND 
MICRODiCITAL DEALER 

• RISC OS 4 

AUTHORISED INSTALLER 
^ A large rarrge of software and 

peripherals for all RISC OS computers 
stocked in our showroom in Bromley - pop in and 
see us or order by mail, fax, email or telephone! 




SIBELIUS 

THE MUSIC NOTATION SOFTWARE 

The Data Store now provides the official 
Customer Support service for Sibelius Acorn programs. 
Annual StAscriptions from £47 • please phone for details 

SIBELIUS 7 now only £399 ittC VAT 
SIBELIUS 7 STUDENT only £249 * SIBELIUS 6 only £99 
(maiUS 2 FOK WINDOWS/T.4 FOR MAC now £525) 


We also stock Graham Jones' excellent music scanning package 
SHARPEYE-£60incVAT 

6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN 
Tel 020 8460 8991 • Fax 020 8313 0400 
We6 http://www.the-dataslore.co.uk/ 

Email infodthe-d^astore.co.uk 
Open MONDAY - FKIDAY (except WEDNESDAY/ fO.OO-S.JO 
SATURDAY TO.OO-I.OO {1.OQ-5.30 by appointment only) 


VSB Digital Camera Download Vtlllty 

CAMERA 




£49.00 inc.VAT3n<1 PiP 

£110 Includins Simtcc USB Podule 
FREE wtien bundled with Camera and Pedule* 
Wider o^ngc o# cameras new supperted 
(ALL PTP cameras supperted) 

ALL cameras purchased from us include: 

FREEPHOTQDESK, ANB PHOTOSHOW SOFTWARE 







Tel: 01 305 822753 

,\^ www.photodesk.ltd.uk 


lk>alEJEEHEITflL-CI3.bJh 0845 1259535 All prices Inc V£T 



tMm OMrtbiitlon UK, Oy4«sd*t* Laytaml, Lane*, PItaS 7Q$, *eov e*»*r*, cMawrY trom U. ** priest Inelud* V*T ana IrniKirt dutlas, tul inupk* auppHad wNh aacti 

MOW. Print tokjMttoateW, elwck aaaMto for laiaat. WWW.VAtMBMirAI.OOAm, Our tma ana ceaMaNB awAi. toot. 





lyonix Applications 



On some machines a difference in the 
screen mode alters the plot time, so a 
standard screen mode should be used, 
the one used is 800x600 in 256 colours 
to establish the baseline. 

When the program is run the screen will 
blank and will has "Running Test 1 
(Processor)" at the top. If all goes well 
after about 10 seconds it will say "Tests 
complete/ and return you to the 
Desktop. The log file (with a name like 
“log 12345”) will load and display. 
However if you close the window 
without saving it the log will be lost. 

This program has been tested on RISC 
OS 3.1, 3,7, 4.02, Select, 5.02 and 5.03 
using the hardware including lyonix PC, 
StrongARM Rise PC, Kinetic Rise PC, 
VirtualASOOO, RedSquirrel, A7000 and 
A3010. 

The tests 

“Processor" creates a [+[4k long loop 
which is small enough to fit in the ARM 
7 instruction cache (and the StrongARM, 
of course}. This is then iterated for 
l OOcs until the interrupt timer sets a 
memory semaphore and the routine 
returns the number of iterations to the 
main program. This benchmark is 
roughly analogous to a MIPS rating. 


“Memory" uses multiple register 
load/stores to see how fast the memory 
bus is, rather than the core CPU with its 
data cache. 

"Rectangle Copy" does exactly that. If 
you have a Viewfinder I would expect 
this to give a high benchmark since it is 
done by the graphics card rather than 
manually by the CPU. Later versions of 
VfiiualAbOOO seems to perform very well 
on this test. When you move a window 
in the desktop it is an OS rectangle 
copy, however the time is spent 
redrawing whatever it was it had 
obscured. 

"Icon Rotting" creates and plots a 
simple 16 colour icon with a mask and 
palette in the current mode. 

"Draw Path“ plots a “thin" line in a 
colour selected by ColourTrans. 

"Draw Fill” plots the same shape but 
filled in. 

“HD Read/Write” block loads/saves a 
1 MB file. The obtained benchmark is in 
kilobytes/sec 

"FS ReadA/Vrite" reads/writes a large file 
one byte at a time, again giving a 
kilobytes/sec reading. 

Richard personally feels that the 
potential productivity benchmark is more 


or less related to the square root of the 
speed which means that for most 
people in PC land, spending £200 more 
on a processor that is 5% faster is a 
waste of money. Note the use of the 
word potential, this can be easily 
negated by a clunky OS/application. 
Other people may say that a speed 
differential of less than factor 2 ts 
irrelevant to the amount of useful work a 
person can do on a machine, after all 
you can still type a letter on an 8-bit 
BBC Micro. 

Check out 

www.r i cha rd spe n cerT reeu k com/ r it cos mark 
for the latest version of the program. 

Benchmarks 

The following table is based upon other 
people's benchmarks. The results are 
percentages data rates used for 
harddisc tests rather than percentages. 
For the others 100%=SA202 RiscPC 
running RISC OS 4.02. All tests were 
done in 256 colour, 800x600 screen 
modes apart from the A4 which was in 
VGA16. The PC benchmarks were 
obtained using VirtualASOOO, lyonix was 
running RISC OS 5.03 with DMA 
enabled. 
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disfi^sembly Of asserrtoty 



digests 

usemto 

0.35 

A generic USB viewer lhat 


oUpUt in HTML XML 

SSHPtoxy 

0.1 a 

Secure shew (ssh) to Telnet 



shows an devtoes oomectad 


Impressioo. GasiWiter 



converter 



to your USB system. 


formats . 

psep 

0.49b7 Secure copy (sep) command 

A*tKeys 

3.00 

Reiocatabie module to atJew 

Ccur>td(wi 

3.Q2(21Mar-1^) Sdv^ 



line 



easy entering of foreign and 


Channel 4's Countdown 

SveUtte 

0.04 

Module to access protected 



special ch^jters. 


words and numbefS puzzses. 



memory m user mode 

Zap Developers 



SPRtods 

1 1 {26-rtoV’2002) Bitmap 

ps2txt 

2.1 

Utiirty to extract tCKt from 

Zap 

1.46 

Zap is a fast toxt/msmory 


fornnai conversion sn6 image 



Postscript files. 



ecStor, 


pfooessirig tools, 

HardBack 

3.100 

Hard disc backup system 




ADFSeject 

1.T0{24-Nov-2002) 

Tom Hughes 







CSsmounts a floppy by clicking 

LinkFS 

2.04 

ProMdes synriboiif: iw<s to 





on toe drive fcon with adust. 



directories 




CDFScject 

1,30{24^Nov2002} Ejocts 

HTMoheck 

1.12 

Validates HTtvl files 





toe CD by dicKing on the 

WimpMon 

2.07 

Tracer messages passed 


bteve tufriDuM 


CDFS icon with the adjust 



between Wimp ^)pi»caUor© 

steve.turnbull@acornuser.com 
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SE Show 


A fter the fantastic success of last 
year's Guildford Show, the 
organisers (Fitlin Ltd and 
SASAUG) are planning to do the same 
again. And we want to help. Getting to 
an event is always the worst bit so 
here’s some useful descriptions of where 
it is, how to get there and how much it 
costs to get in. 

Saturday 18th October 2003 only 
Doors open 10:00am to 4:00pm 


Walkers Guide 

A pedestrian's description of the walking 
route from the Main Station to Guildford 
College: 

Bear right as you leave the main 
entrance of Guildford Railway Station, 
passing the bus stop and heading 
towards the one-way traffic system. 

Turn left onto Bridge Street, walking 
along Bridge Street in the same direction 
as the traffic. 

At the next junction, turn left onto 
Onslow Street and continue until you 
come to the pedestrian crossing where 
you can safely cross onto the right side 
of the street. (This is before you get to 
the roundabout) 

Continue along Onslow Street until you 
get to the roundabout where you must 
turn right into York Road. Don't cross 
York Road at this point. 

Walk along York Road until you can 
safely cross the road to the left side. The 
safest way is to use the pedestrian 
subway a short distance along the road. 

Turn left at the junction with Stoke Road. 
Walk along Stoke road for about 650 
metres (725 yards) and see Guildford 
College on your right. Enter and go to 
Reception which is next to the hall. 

By Car: M4 J10 via Bracknell 

Exit M4 at Junction 10 A329M 
signposted for Bracknell, Wokingham. 

Continue past Coppid Beech Exit, 
Continue past the Motorway end. 

Railway Line to your left. 

Straight on at roundabout; 3rd Exit at 
Twin Bridges' {Light Controlled) 
signposted for Crowthorne, not any sign 


SE Show 


to the {M3) 

Straight on at roundabout; the 
next roundabout has 'spiral lane' 
markings. The correct approach 
lane is the Right Hand Side; take 
the 3rd exit signposted for 
Crowthorne. 

Proceed over Bus Controlled 
Traffic Lights. (Prepare to stop if 
you see a bus in either side road) 



journey to the next exit. 


Straight on at Roundabout onto Dual 
Carriageway; straight on at Roundabout 
onto Single Carriageway (Crowthorne 
Traffic went to the right). 

The 'Link Road' proceeds past 
Broadmoor Hospital on the right; 
descending the hill. 


Use the Righthand Lane at the Slip Road 
Lights; Traffic from Bagshol has a 
protected left exit lane ahead, 

Continue straight on (leaving the 
roundabout in the right hand lane); the 
Dual Carriageway passes under the 
railway. 


Straight on at the three minor 
roundabouts skirting 'Owlsmoor'; 
straight on at 'The Rackstraw' Traffic 
Lights onto Marshall Road; straight on at 
minor roundabout and junction. 

Proceed past M&S and Tesco Extra at 
'The Meadows'; Cross the A30 at 
Blackwater: The Meadows Roundabout 
(light-controlled). Signposted for M3 (J4) 
and A331 . 

Straight on through three more light- 
controlled junctions towards the M3. 
Approaching the roundabout, two lanes 
can go left, Traffic from the M3 (South 
West) joins here. 

Proceed Left, under the bridge and take 
the mid-lanes at the lights controlling 
access to the southern roundabout. 


Proceed on past the Superstores; ignore 
the A322 route to Guildford Centre. After 
the A322 junction move to the right-hand 
Lane 

Use the right filter lane ahead for 
Guildford College (and Lido); Turn right 
onto the A320 signposted for Guildford 
College. 

The first mini-roundabout is for 
Exhibitors access; Exhibitors loading 
unloading and parking only. The Show 
Visitors (Students) Car Park is left at the 
second mini-roundabout 


By Car: M25 J10 

M25 J10 is for the A3 signposted for 
Guildford; Take the signpost Guildford 
Exit from the A3. 


Proceed onto the A331 keeping right to 
avoid the Camberley and Farnborough 
traffic exits. 

Proceed to A31 Hogs Back; you will 
pass under the Basingstoke Canal en 
route. 

Proceed East along the A31 Hogs Back 
(Various Speed Limits); approaching 
Guildford bear LEFT onto the A3 
(signposted for London). 

Do not follow the A31 towards Central 
Guildford. 


Descend the slip road on the left side; 
turn left onto the major road aiming for 
the (straight on) A320 lanes. The right 
hand lanes are to Guildford Centre via 
A322. 

Straight on at the traffic light-controlled 
junction; Guildford College is just ahead. 

The first mini-roundabout is for 
Exhibitors access; Exhibitors loading 
unloading and parking only. The Show 
Visitors (Students) Car Park is left at the 
second mini-roundabout 


Proceed past the University exit; Take 
the Wooden Bridge Roundabout exit. If 
you miss this exit, you have a long 
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hosting k. net 


Web sites start at just £7 a month, asp, 

ASP.net 1.1, Perl, PHP, ODBC, FrontPage (all versions), 
supported as standard, hosted on Windows 2003 IIS 6.0, 
with a load of ASP components free to use. 


Advanced hosting options include SQL 
2000, ColdFusion MX and FREE domain. 


CHEAPEST PRICES IN THE UK... 
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS, THE PRICE 
YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU PAY!! 

Domain name price guide 

Nominet | £9.99 + VAT 

.co.uk, .net.uk, .ltd.uk, .org.uk, .pLc.uk, .me.uk 

Nominet Personal | £ 9.99 + VAT 

.me.uk 

Global! £19.99 + VAT 

com, .net, .org, .bii, .info 

Alternative j £44.99 + VAT 

.brxom, .cnxom, .euxom, .gb.com, .nu.com, .no.com, .qcxom, 
.ru.com, .sa.com, .se.com, .uk.com, .us.com, .uyxom, .gb.net* 
.se.net, .uk.net 


The above prices are for 2 years 
including ALL domain fees. 


www.hostinguk.net 

08702 00 30 44 / 01492 863960 



IMPRESSION is back ! 


IMPRESSION, the professional document processor 
is back. Initially created by Computer Concepts, 
Impression was the first killer-application to hit the 
Rise OS market. 

X- Ample Technoiogy have now taken over the 
development of Impression and are planning new 
features and releases, including a 32-bit version for 
the lYONIX pc. 

The first new release will be available shortly, but in 
the meantime you might want to visit, pur 
Impression web pages and give us youropinion.^^ 


http://ww%3Cdt.riiflrnpressiori 


Impression 


X-Ampte Techr>ology bv - The Netherlands - Phone: +31 412 634433 


Domain names 

Domain registration witii forwarding 

2 ra^lstrstkms 

g\ .CO.UK, .ORG.uk, 

M M .COM, .NET, .ORG, 

Iticiwto* ; 

DNS HesUns 

Email tarwardlng^ 

URL forwarding 

.COM, .ORO and .NET Isna-larni 

1 ^ar only £29 

S yoara £100 

lOyoaia £100 

.UK.COM, .GB.COM, 

Ejctraa t 

POP3 mailboxes £10 

Mailing Nat £SD 

AtftoH’oapondvr £20 

Traiwpnirent forwarding £10 

Web hosting 

Domain registration with hosting 
Take above prices and add : 

+£25J““ 

All hotting loeJudo* : 

Oorttain roglttratton toot 

0U9 Hoalitig 

Woh site hoatlog 

PHP4 

SSI (S«rv«r Sid# Indudas) 

+£45 

M*ta EMtra# s 

Search Engine flegistralian £25 

■ ^ A tOMb site 

+E70 

GGkBIN £20 

Domain transfor £10 

AH prices tixdude VAT @ 17.5% 

We can also design your site 

^ ask us for a quote! 


innsinumutsryenkEs 

domai n s@speHingSifi| 
Tel. 07785 9354a7 

45 HiUview Close 

tspeMyigMef ; 

Portey 

Surrey. CRfi 1AU 


What is Backing 
you up^ 


SW Pocket 
Mini Hard 



Backup ali your fiies, store 
your CDs and use them 
anywhere. Fits in a shirt pocket 
with a storage capacity of 

20 to 80 GBI 

includes software for a cost 
effective back up solution 


From 


4 ^ 


£ 210.00 


ex VAT and tMtvary 



call us on 

0845 644 5 333 

to discuss what we 
can do for you 

www.hki-systems.co.uk 

mfo@hki-sy5tems, co,uk 


HC/' 


SYSTEMS LTD 





Surrey and Sussex Acorn User Group 

proudly prosos^ts 


Website 
Theatre & 

Technical 
Support e/Fillitl 





Show 

Special 


Buy it! 

Take it hcame TODAY, 


10 am- 4 pm 


Calendar 


Guildford 


SE Show 
Oct 18th 


The Rise OS South East Show 

10.00 • 16.00 Saturday October 18th 2003 




eKii mm Mffsit}] [frwujyofcifij [wwfipy tys Mm | 


> 

u 




c 


1. 



London Rood 
Slafion 



7 


^ 

1^ Guildford College 

L i 
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E-Commerce 


R ecord levels of consumer debt in 
the UK have been all over the 
news in recent months. The 
excesses of Christmas and January are 
distant memories, but not if you maxed 
out your credit card online. According to 
the Internet Media Research Group, an 
astonishing £1bn was spent online In 
credit card purchases in January in the 
UK alone. And they say that January is a 
slow month for trade. Perhaps people 
using their credit cards to pay for goods 
online have a great deal to do with it. 

There's no longer any doubt. After the 
deafening burst of the dot-com bubble, 
the industry has started growing steadily 
from a more sensible level. Amazon is 
making a profit. Even Lastminute.com is 
doing respectably, it made £1.6m gross 
last quarter. And if the Internet is as 
democratic as it is feted to be, why 
shouldn't you be getting a slice of that 
pie? 

From football clubs selling shorts to 
farmer's wives selling lingerie, it seems 
everybody has an online shop. Setting 
up your own store from scratch requires 
risk, time and investment but can be 
quite satisfying and, if you do it right, 
lucrative. The process is not dissimilar to 
running your own mail-order service. For 
the uninitiated however, it can be a mini- 
minefield, and the whole thing, if you're 
canny about it, is likely to cost around 
£1500 to set up. 

Let's assume that you have your shop 
already running on a server, waiting to 
have a payment processing mechanism 
added. The services on offer vary widely, 
from ones that provide you with a full 
shopping cart and form mechanism to 
ones that simply process credit card 
numbers. Requirements vary drastically. 

How to get paid 

All the work and imagination you lavish 
on your shiny virtual store will come to 
nothing if you don't make it easy for 
people to lob cash at you. The most 
important aspect of shopping online is 
being able to take payments for impulse 
purchases, and being able to do it as 
smoothly as possible; these days no 
internet shopper can be bothered to fax 
a cheque or put a stamp on an envelope. 
You can either accept payment through a 
holding account, or directly through a 
Payment Service Provider and an 


Making money 

Internet Merchant Service. 

PayPal and WorldPay are the best 
known of the Holding Accounts taking 
payments on your behalf. Many people 
accept donations to keep their site 
running through PayPal and it is the 
payment method of choice for eBay. In 
fact eBay became so dependent on 
PayPal, it decided to buy it. 

PayPal is not just for amateur 
auctioneers though, as it operates 
special business and merchant services. 
You are supplied with a secure shopping 
cart, a shipping calculator/tracker and 
the ability to customise everything about 
your account. They even supply you with 
GIFs of credit card symbols. It charges 
50p for handling each UK- based 
withdrawal, and a 2.7% commission is 
levied on business customers. 

Everything at the bottom level, however, 
is dealt with in dollars, and so there may 
exchange rate charges to consider too. 

The advantages of PayPal are that a 
great number of people already own 
accounts, and therefore won't be put off 
by having to jump through hoops to give 
you money. Pius, you won't need to 
worry about the fiddly setting up of your 
own secure servers and merchant bank 
accounts (more on that later.) 

The disadvantage is that you can't help 
getting the feeling that you're paying 
over the odds for the service because 
you live on the wrong side of the 
Atlantic. Plus, because so many people 
also use PayPal as a virtual begging 
bowl tor passers-by to drop coins into, 
you risk giving your site an unprofes- 
sional appearance. 

If you like the idea of PayPal, but you are 
somewhat unsure about using a US- 
based company, you might like to 
consider a good UK equivalent: NoChex. 
It was set up to offer a straightforward 
way for people in the UK to process 
payment, and is similar to PayPal in that 
it acts like a bank account that others 
can transfer money into. It's cheaper 
than PayPal too, it charges 1 % 
commission or a minimum of 99p each 
time you take money out of your 
account. They are at pains to point out 
that they only charge when you withdraw 
money, rather than each time you receive 
a payment. But surely if we're talking 
more than ten pounds, it works out the 
same? 


There are requirements for NoChex: Both 
you and your customers must have debit 
cards registered with a UK bank to open 
an account: this makes it difficult for 
non-UK shoppers. You can only have a 
maximum of £90 in the account, and 
they do not accept liability for 
commercial transactions; only personal 
ones. They may consider upgrading your 
account and negotiating your terms and 
conditions if asked, though. 

Since you want to be sure that your 
customers can pay you without too 
much trouble, if you do go down the 
route of using holding accounts, it might 
be wise to operate several. 

Acquiring Banks 

The second, and more professional way 
of doing it, is to open up an appropriate 
bank account, called an Acquiring Bank, 
and obtain a PDQ and merchant 
services. 

What are all those things? Imagine your 
Web site Is a real-life shop. The 
Acquiring Bank is your cash register and 
the merchant services are the smiling 
cashiers eagerly considering lunch. A 
PDQ is the mechanism that actually 
takes the card, swipes it and sends it for 
authorisation. Everything that takes a 
card, from the old machines that 
imprinted your number onto carbon to 
automatic train ticket machines, is a 
PDQ and unless you fancy sitting in front 
of your computer waiting for card 
numbers to come through so you can 
type them in, you're going to need to 
hire one. PDQs on the Internet are called 
Payment Service Providers, and they 
should do the job nicely. 

Some examples can be found on 
www.electronic- 

payments.co,uk/product„data.jsp, NetBanx 
(www,netbanx.com) is a good inclusive 
service for people just starting up. It's a 
bureau, which means it's all inclusive but 
bureaux take a while to transfer money 
to your account. WorldPay 
{www,wo rldpay.com/uk/) offers an interna- 
tional outlook, if you already have an 
Acquiring Bank. Each PDQ offers 
different combinations of services, and 
advice on how to fit all the jigsaw pieces 
together. 

Crucially, if your customers have any 
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1. Start Up or Growth. 

You may requim finance. The fundamentat truth 
is that investment brokers will not normally 
took twice at any proposal they receive. 
Therefore your business plans must be fully 
developed so that they can stand up to the 
most severe scrutiny and enable you to obtain 
the finance you need. 

Our Service. 

We work closely with Investment Brokers and 
Banks. We fully understand their needs and 
ensure that your business plan complies. More 
importantty we guarantee that the plan will truly 
reflect your business and will flush out any 
major stumbling blocks that you are going to 
encounter before you run into them. 


2. Suffering from 
growing pains? 

When an organisation grows quickly it often 
creates an imbalance between product 
volumes ar^d the administration required to 
deliver them. The truth of this situation is that 
sales will suffer if you don't put the adminis- 
tration in placet but net profits will suffer if it is 
done wastefuily. 

Our Service. 

With your help^ we implement an organisation 
structure which guarantees that all your 
resources are 100% aligned to deliver your 
Valuable Final Product. This puts you back in 
control, it highlights where your administrative 
gaps are and how to fill them, and even gives 
you an understanding of which roles you need 
to fill first as your organisation grows. 


3. Do you know why performance 
is declining? 

The truth is that the answer is always simple 
and can always be fixed, and to fix it at 
this stage before the situation gets worse 
means that you can hang on to control of 
your company. 

If you wait too long, you may not. 

Our Service. 

We operate a straightforward, understandable 
set of steps which result in a fully recovered 
business which wastes no resource, knows 
exactly why it went into decline and knows 
how to avoid any future decline and to grow 
successfully. 






Birtningfiam 

21 5 Gristhorpe Road Selly Oak Birmingham B29 7SP 
Tel: 0121 472 0684 


Manchester 

!8a Middle Hillgate Stockport Cheshire SK1 
W Tel: 0161 429 8902 Fax: 0161 429 0685 A 

ennail: rvickb#questdpxo.uk - 
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Nefwork-in-a-isi' 
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MniPfint NEW - out now! 


Network-in-a-Box gives you all you need to network up "Universar Network Prioter Driver , < . £40 

RISC OS and Windows computers, and share printers/internet. The software allows your RISC OS machine to print to any 


Containing 2 network cards, cables, the Internet/Print sharing 
box, software and 5 prmfed, sfep-£)y-sfep manua/s 
covering both RISC OS and Windows, £260 

ADSL ■iB" 8 "B 0 S isw Pffileeff 

Similar to above, but for ADSL and without the 
shared printing. Everything you need to network a 
RISC PC/A7000 and Windows PC for ADSL £230 

More Oable broadband and ADSL 
kifs available at new lower prlcei! 

tiHp://iirMriir.reom^.co.uit/ 

^_fwofk Card 

High speed 10 and lOOA/lbit card .... £89 


printer connected (and working) to a WindowsPC on your 
network. That £50 USB inkjet or expensive Photo Printer? 
No problem. UniPrint solves your RISC OS printing problems. 

UP VAcorn/PCcard & UP Deluxe . . £25/£50 

The Virtual Acorn version allows VA to print (and the Alpha 
portable), and allows printing via PC card, "Deltixe* includes 
both standard UniPrint and the VA version, plus Sprite printing. 


TEK is available now! 


^30 






Please note - All prices include VAT and UK carriage 


R-Comp Internet Suite £75 

First class sofifware fo get you on/ine! 

Consists of DialUp 2, Messenger Pro 2 & WebsterXL 
(described below). 

Available with a 56k Modem and Account for . 


We have taken over development of the leading DTP-style, 
relational, RISC OS database ^ An extended 
CD release has been produced (removing the old credit-based 
protection system) and a brand new 32bit version. The CD 
includes the latest release, plus an onlir>e manual in various 
formats, as well as tutorial and “^Using DataPower 2" materials. 

DataPower 2 CD version £99 

DataPower 2 CD ^ printed manual . . . £125 

Upgrade to CD for existing DP2 user . . £25 
52bit upgrade for existing v2 owners . . £40 

Image Outliner (26f32bit) £17.50 


HTMLEdit 5 Studio (Wtiole Suite) . . . £115 

HTMLEdft Studio contains; 

HTMLEdit V5 . . . £55 

WebsterXL ................ £30 

Web Designer’s Toolkit v2'*- ....... £30 

WebSpell (HTML-aware spelling checker) . . . .£15 

Also Available; 

SiteMaster 2**^ £35 


DialUp £25 

tnternet connection software 

NS. fo MPro owners, or if you own WXL 

Upgi^de from DiatUp v 1 for 

Messenger Pro ? £37 

• Easy to set up and use, 

• Flexible view options 

• Offline and Network (i ) and Server (^ ) 

WebsterXL £30 

• Support for advanced Web technologies 

• Support for frames, tables, CSS and JavaScript 

• Includes 128-bit SSL —shop with confidence! 

• Uses plug-ins to support Java, Flash etc. 


Grapevine 
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E-Commerce 


sense, they will not give their credit card 
details out on an insecure medium. (For 
some reason, this little detail doesn't 
seem to apply to those "charity 
muggers" taking down people's credit 
card details on their clipboards in the 
middle of the street.) Aim for a PDQ 
system that offers secure (SSL, SET or 
PKI) collection of credit card details as 
standard. Most should; for instance, 
Secure Trading (www.securetrading.com) 
will provide you with a good one. 

Fraud 

This leads us nicely onto how to protect 
yourself from credit card fraud. 

"Customer Not Present" transactions, as 
the banks term them, are sadly open to 
abuse. Some companies have been 
known to be alarmingly dim when it 
comes to this. 

About four years ago, a mobile phone 
company (which shall remain unnamed) 
got into trouble for letting customers key 
a credit card number into its pay-as-you- 
go service without any identification 
information whatsoever; not even an 
expiry date. Although the chances of 
anybody striking lucky with a random 
16-digit number are low, it's best to 
avoid being so wildly incompetent and 
provide your customers with a secure 
server and proper authorisation. 

If the worst happens and a fraudulent 
transaction is made over your Web site, 
the courses of action vary widely 
depending upon your Acquiring Bank 
and Payment Service Provider. Bureaux, 
those that combine the payment 
processing and the merchant service, are 
safest by far since everything is 
centralised. However, because they have 
more to lose, they are likely to hold all 
payments back for up to sixty days until 
they are sure that the transaction is 
legitimate. This could create problems 
with cashflow if your site is new. 

If you don't have the protection of using 
a bureau, you might find yourself out of 
pocket, if only for a short while. A claim 
will be made by your Acquiring Bank to 
recover the money. Depending on your 
terms and conditions, you may have to 
reach into your trousers to reimburse 
your bank and either claim it from your 
own insurance or from your Payment 
Service Provider. 

Your Acquiring Bank, when giving you 


your Internet merchant service account, 
will also make a judgement as to the 
likelihood of fraud on your site and 
arrange charges and precautions as 
appropriate. Sites selling, for instance, 
concert tickets or DVDs might be more 
likely to become victims of fraud than 
sites selling soft furnishings. There isn't 
much of a black market in curtains. 

The process is fairly similar if you have to 
refund any of your customers. You must 
put in a refund request, and your Internet 
merchant account will be debited the 
amount that is refunded to your ex- 
customer's credit card plus an adminis- 
tration fee, which is usually around 
2.5% . Luckily, if you concentrate on 
keeping your customers happy and well 
informed, that shouldn't be a problem. In 
Web commerce especially, customer 
service pays dividends. 


Golden rules 


Unsurprisingly, not all online shops are 
successful. Those that are remain so 
because of their reputation, built through 
word of mouth, that they are trustworthy, 
fast and easy to use. Some online 
shops, however, appear to even forget 
that they are trying to serve their 
customers. Here are some important 
rules if you don't want your dot-com to 
make you spontaneously dot-combust: 

Keep the design straightforward and 
intuitive. Ideally you want the customer 
to be able to view and then buy 
something within as few clicks as 
possible, although do put in a warning 
screen before you charge their card. 

Things won't always go right. If they 
don't, talk to your customers and answer 
their questions. They may be typing into 
a machine, but there needs to be a 
human face behind the screen. Answer 
any e-mail questions or complaints you 
receive promptly, not five days later. 
Consider supplying a telephone number 
too. 

Watch what you do with your customers' 
details. It's fine putting them on a mailing 
list if they agree to it firsL Target it. If 
your customer has bought Iron Maiden 
T-Shirts it's no good trying to flog them a 
biography of Tammy Wynette. 

Furthermore if they give you their 
addresses for e-mailed order confir- 
mations, and suddenly they get daily 


offers to buy things only vaguely related 
to what they purchased, your company's 
reputation will be besmirched by the 
nasty pink stain of spam. Which is not a 
good thing! 

Marketing 

Mailing lists are one tried-and-tested 
way of keeping your customers 
informed. But how do you attract new 
ones? if you don't have dodgy triangular 
pills or secrets that increase the size of 
various parts of your body to sell, then 
consider these options: 

No matter how strange or unusual your 
product is, chances are somebody will 
buy it. Just look at e-Bay. You have to 
find the people most likely to buy your 
product, and advertise accordingly; 
again, advertising btuegrass CDs on a 
Metallica Web site is likely to get you 
precisely nowhere. 

Banner advertising and pop-ups are 
increasingly maligned. Many users 
simply press Close the moment a pop- 
up shaped window appears, and there is 
plenty of software available that blocks 
them. There are two areas where 
advertising seems to be working. Firstly 
text adverts, through Google in 
particular. Google will only show your 
advert if the user has been searching for 
keywords relevant to your site. 
Furthermore, Google syndicates its 
adverts to several other sites. 

Secondly, Dynamic HTML layers are the 
new pop-up windows, and they play 
your advert over the top of another Web 
page. Pop-up blockers are unable to 
stop them. You do have the chance of 
being really creative with the animation 
and the ideas, but there is a backlash 
starting to build over their increasingly 
perceived overuse. Think long and hard 
before you do this kind of marketing, lest 
you become as great an irritant as those 
relentless mini-camera adverts from 
about a year ago. 

As with any business the key of being 
successful is identifying a need and 
supplying it well. The internet gives a 
great opportunity for anybody to become 
an entrepreneur, and with luck you can 
be successful too. 


Quin Parker 

quin.parker@acornuser.com 
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F ollowing on from the last issue 
we will continue our detaifed look 
at how applicable the ECDL is to 
the RISC OS platform. As we have a 
number of modules to examine we will 
be moving a tittle faster than in the 
previous issue. 

We are continuing with module 2 which 
gets into file management. There are 
definite Windows connotations in 
implying that the operating system holds 
devices as part of the file hierarchy. 
Perhaps it does on RISC OS but not so 
as you'd notice as a user 

You also need to know how to find files 
in a variety of ways, which is fine; 
recognise file types, count files, and 
count specific filetypes, which is a bit 
harder 

Then again there's the bit on keeping file 
extensions when renaming files. That's a 
definite oops as far as RISC OS and Mac 
OS go. There are various other 
operations like locking and unlocking 
files, sorting by name, type, date and so 
on, renaming, copying and moving files 
and folders. All standard stuff. 

Then there's the importance of backups, 
putting files in the waste bin and 
restoring from there. Oh well. 

There are lots of these things that could 
be done with the addition of PD software 
like Biackhole and Director, but they 
aren't standard. Then there's a section 
on file compression. 

Unsurprisingly there's a whole section on 
viruses which is translatable to RISC OS 
even if we don't really have much of a 
problem. Finally there’s a sub-section on 
printing and printer drivers which is also 
applicable. 

Word Processing 

This module requires you to demonstrate 
the ability to use a word processing 
application on a computer You need to 
be able to accomplish everyday tasks 
associated with creating, formatting and 
finishing small sized word processing 
documents ready for distribution. 

You should be able to duplicate and 
move text within and between 
documents, and demonstrate 
competence in using some of the 


ECDL, in particular 

features associated with word 
processing applications such as creating 
standard tables, using pictures and 
images within a document, and using 
mail merge tools. 

So you need to be able to load, save 
and create documents and save as 
another filetype. Not a problem. 

Then there are the skills to zoom in on 
the document, display or hide toolbars, 
change the document or application 
options 

Edit, enter, delete text, move it around, 
move it between documents, use the 
undo/redo options (hmm, perhaps if we 
use TextEase for best results here). Use 
search and replace; apply text 
formatting: superscript and subscript; 
change case, colours; use automatic 
hyphenation; apply styles to words, lines 
and paragraphs. Show and hide the 
hidden characters: things like paragraph 
breaks, soft returns, even spaces. 

Then it gets a bit hard and Word specific. 
For example, no RISC OS word 
processor uses the typewriter concepts 
of single and double-line spacing as 
simple options. But if we pass by that 
there's plenty of other things that do 
match up: space above and below 
paragraphs, tabs, indenting of various 
types. Creating bullet lists and then 
borders. 

Change the document size and 
formatting; insert and delete page 
breaks, put in headers and footers, page 
numbering and so on. 

One problem we then get to is tables 
and manipulating them. Not a problem rf 
we use Icon Technology's Easi- or 
TechWriter but no good if you're using 
Impression or Ovation Pro. After tables 
you have to do things to pictures of one 
sort or another. 

Finally there's mail-merging. For which 
the problems are many and varied. I'm 
not going to claim the syllabus Is 
Windows-specific here, but the options 
for mail-merging on RISC OS are limited. 

Then the ECDL goes off on something of 
a tangent, in my opinion, and goes into 
proofing and spell checking. However we 
now have print previewing, a completely 
unnecessary action on RISC OS because 
what you see is what you get, unlike in 
Word. 


Spreadsheets 

This module requires you to understand 
the concept of spreadsheets and to 
demonstrate the ability to use a 
spreadsheet application. You need to 
understand and be able to accomplish 
tasks associated with developing, 
formatting, modifying and using a 
spreadsheet of limited scope ready for 
distribution. 

You also need to be able to generate 
and apply standard mathematical and 
logical formulas using standard formulas 
and functions. You also have to 
demonstrate competence in creating and 
formatting graphs/charts. 

You have the usual open, close, new and 
save as a different file type basic skills 
as well as zoom in and hide/display 
toolbars. RISC OS is certainly weak in 
this area but the basics will work. 

So: Freeze, unfreeze row and/or column 
titles; change the basic 
options/preferences in the application. 
You then have basic skills of entering 
numbers and text into cells, editing and 
deleting it. Selecting a cell or a group of 
cells; I don't think any RISC OS 
spreadsheet allows the selection of non- 
adjacent cells. 

Insert and delete rows and columns, 
change heights and widths; use the 
undo/redo command (oops). Copy and 
paste cells (single and multiple); use the 
replicate function in a variety of ways. 

Then there's distinction between a 
spreadsheet and a worksheet, which 
really doesn't apply outside of a specific 
spreadsheet, although most RISC OS 
spreadsheets applications can handle 
multiple sheets. Just not necessarily as a 
single concept. 

On a more detailed level you have to be 
able to understand how to handle 
arithmetic values in a cell, how cell 
referencing works with absolute, relative 
and mixed references. 

Working with standard functions such as 
Sum, Max, Min and ... count (count?); 
and logical functions. 

You have to understand how to format 
the data output in the cell, plus how they 
appear in terms of fonts, font sizes and 
so on. 
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Charts are another issue: Most of the 
RfSC OS spreadsheets will do charts in a 
variety of formats. You have to be able to 
create those graphs and change how 
they appear in terms of colour. 

Finally it moves in a very similar way into 
printing, previewing, most of which is 
applicable, some of which isn't. 

Databases 

In this module you need to understand 
some of the main concepts of databases 
and demonstrate the ability to use a 
database on a computer. You have to be 
able to create and modify tables, 
queries, forms and reports, and prepare 
outputs ready for distribution. 

You should be able to relate tables and 
to retrieve and manipulate information 
from a database by using query and sort 
tools available in the package. 

As usual we start with the theory, you 
have to understand how a database is 
organised, i have a personal problem 
with "tables" as a fundamental concept 
in databases, as it's just a way of 
representing them rather than being a 
fundamental principle. But that's me. 

You have to understand about fields, 
field types and, apparently, field 
properties. Understand about keys, 
indexes and the "purpose of relating 
tables" in a database plus understand 
the importance of setting rules to ensure 
relationships between tables are valid. 
The ECDL does use the relational 
database as its model which again I find 
surprising as it is not an easy concept. 
There is no reference to flat files at all. 

So you have to be able to create tables, 
add and delete records from a table; 
alter, add and delete data in a record. 

Use the undo command, this is a bit of a 
giveaway: If Access doesn't have "redo" 
you obviously can't have it as part of the 
ECDL. 

Delete, save or close a table. Define 
keys, index on a field (without 
duplicates). Change a field format; and 
understand what it means to change 
field attributes. 

Then there's adding validation rules for 
a field and other table-related operations 
which you might be able to use in 
Datapower 2. 

As we're looking at relational databases 


you have to be able create one-to-one 
and onerto-many relation ships between 
tables, also remove a relationship* 

Other areas on databases that are 
covered in detail are forms, filtering, 
queries, sorting and finally, reports and 
printing* 

Presentation 

In this module you are required to 
demonstrate competence in using 
presentation tools on a computer. You 
should be able to accomplish tasks such 
as creating, formatting, modifying and 
preparing presentations using different 
slide layouts for display and printed 
distribution. 

You need to be able to duplicate and 
move text, pictures, images and charts 
within the presentation and between 
presentations. You must shall 
demonstrate the ability to accompfish 
common operations with images, charts 
and drawn objects and to use various 
slide show effects. 

The main difficulty here is that while 
there are (currently) two main presen- 
tation packages NoticeBoard Pro and 
OHP2. NBPfO, for one, uses a radically 
different method of creating presen- 
tations than any Windows package* 

Anyway you need to know the basics of 
creation and saving of a presentation. 
Plus saving it as a different file format* 
Which is an interesting idea* In NBPro all 
the files are already in a different form 
(draw or Artworks files), in OHP2 they 
can be saved as JPEGs. 

Someone's been using their copy/paste 
facility because apparently you have to 
be able to zoom in and hide/display 
toolbars as well. Change default 
application preferences. 

As individual slides go you need to be 
able to create, edit and delete slides but 
you have to be able to apply a certain 
format (clearly written for a Microsoft 
application). 

You need to be able to change layout, 
colours. Use templates (hmm). Much of 
the individual operations are inapplicable 
in one sense, but all of them can be 
done in one way or another with each 
application. 

There is a sub-section on graphs and 


editing those, and another section on 
editing organisation charts. The only 
possible reason that that would be there 
is because there is a Microsoft 
application that does that job. 

What's missing? There's nothing on 
image editing applications and nothing 
on vector graphics applications. 

Image editing is something a lot of 
people do, especially with all the 
cameras that get given away with 
computers* And why not vector graphics 
(but an organisation editor?) simple 
because Microsoft don't sell one. 
Ridiculous. 

Information and Communication 

This final module is divided into 
Information, which is about some of the 
concepts and terms associated with 
using the Internet, and to appreciate 
some of the security considerations. Also 
manage common Web search tasks 
using a Web browsing application and 
available search engine tools. 

In the second section, Communication, 
you need to understand some of the 
concepts of electronic mail (e-mail), 
together with having an appreciation of 
some of the security considerations 
associated with using e-mail. And 
demonstrate the ability to use e-mail 
software to send and receive messages, 
and to attach files to mail messages. 

So you need to understand the 
difference between the Internet and the 
World Wide Web (WWW); what terms like 
HTTP, URL, hyperlink, ISP and FTP 
mean. Understand the make-up and 
structure of a Web address and what a 
Web Browser is and what it is used for. 

Know what a Search Engine is and what 
it is used for plus understand cookie and 
cache. Have an idea about what a 
protected Web site is, (use of username 
and password); Know what a digital 
certificate is; what encryption is and why 
it is used. 

Security in terms of the danger of 
infecting the computer with a virus from 
a downloaded file and of being subject 
to fraud when using a credit card on the 
Internet. What is a firewall? 

Then there's a whole section on basic 
Web browser operation including the old 
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favourite hide/displaying toolbars. Using 
the history features, navigating between 
web pages, using a web form and 
bookmarking a page. As well as 
managing your bookmarks. 

Using a search engine, how to get better 
results after an initial search, saving a 
page downloading different types of file 
from the web on to a page. Then the 
usual selection of 
printing a web page. 


For e-mail you have 
to understand the 
make-up of an e-mail 
address; the 
advantages of e-mail 
in terms of speed, 
cost and flexibility. 
And you’re supposed 
to understand 
Netiquette! That alone 
makes this 
worthwhile. 

For security; 
understand you might 
get unsolicited e-mail 
(but no hint of why 
you might). How you 
can infect your 
computer by opening 
a mail message you 
don’t recognise or an 
attachment on one. 
You need to know 
what a digital 
signature is. 

The next part deals 
with handling your e- 
maiis from opening 
and reading them to 
being able to put 
them into other 
folders, using rules. 
Adding and deleting 
mails and so on. 

Plus that favourite: 
hiding and displaying 
toolbars. 

I am not going to go 
into anymore detail 
on the e-mail, suffice 
to say that pretty 
much everything here 
is easily performed by 
RISC OS e-mail 
readers, in fact they 
do an awful lot more 
than Microsoft ones. 
What’s been omitted 


IS newsgroups. 

All in all the ECDL is a very good thing, it 
certainly should make PC users aware of 
what they are supposed to be doing. The 
fact is that most of it is applicable to 
RISC OS as wefL 

There has been a strong attempt to 
remove the Microsoft-centricity out of it, 


but it’s difficult for someone who knows 
of nothing else to conceive of an 
existence without Windows. Perhaps the 
ECDL creators should consult with 
people outside that market for the next 
version and make it a universal product. 


SteveTumbufi 

Steve. Tumbuti@acorwser.corn 


★★★ ® 
it 


A 

★ ECDL ★ European Computer Driving Licence* 

★ 

: 1 

oe 

\ 



The Largest IT Skills 
Qualification 





Are your employees a part of IT? 


LOGBOOK • CERTIFICATION • LICENCE 


Tel: 01793 417530 

e-mail: ecdlenq@hq.bcs.org.uk 


OBCS 




www.ecdl.co.uk/au 


37 






INKCYCL 

INKJer PRIC€5 TO 5H OUT 


tOO% GUARANTCeO 
100 % FULL OF INK 
100 % R6CYCL€D BY US 



652 7085 J * Bfll 

FRCCKUVERV 

SAMEOWaSWircH ^ 

MO MINIMUM OftDCR ^ 

mri LOWEST mic€si m h 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE H S A VY»^ ^ 


FREE DEUVERV 
SAMEOArOtSPATCH 
MINIMUM ORDER 
UlTf LOWEST mCESI 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


»Home 


I Help I Login | Contents | Checkout | 


Compatible Cartridges 


Recycled Cartridges 


Shopping Cart 


Denotes Maxfiil® production 
method Cartridges contain 
up to 300% more ink! 

See website for details. 


Now Available 


Latest additions Lexmark 
to our fecycled lONOOC 
cartridge ratvge )ono026 

P HP 

CGBSe 

C 6657 

CBBSS 


Epson Examples: 
50B0I87 black 
S020I89 black 
S020I9I colour 
TOI3 black 
TO 14 colour 
T0I9 black 
TOSO colour 
TOB6 black 
T027 photo 
T0E8 black 
TOE9 colour 
T036 black 
T037 colour 

IU4U Bwar 

^ IT04I colour 


Simple Pricing 


Epson CompatiblES 
Non-C hipped 


Black 

Colour 

Chipped 

Black 

Colour 


£ 1.38 

£E.2\ 

£B3I 

£ 3.75 


C70 CSO Range 
Black £4.13 

Cobur £4.0 


Prico each when 
bought in packs of 6 


Th€ floppy ts 
dead long livE 
USb€€ 


32Mb £1595 
e4Mb £1895 
lEBMb £2895 
25GMb £48 95 
512Mb £8395 


R^iaces up to 3S2 floppies* 

No powe~ supply neeJed 
Plugs straight in to gour USB port 
PC or n^ac compatible 
Stors JyiP3. movies, photos 
Handies ANY data file 
Smalls' than a cigarette lights'! 


T03EI 

T03EE 

T03E3 

T03E4 

T04EE 

T04B3 

T04E4 


black 

cyan 

mag. 

yellow 

cyan 

mag. 

yellow 



Canon Examples; 
BCISIBk black 
BCISIC colour 
BCIE4Bk black 
BCIE4C colour 
BCI3Bk black 
BCi3C cyan 
BCI3M mag. 
BCI3Y yellow 


6 Pack 

£8.E5 

£B.E5 

£1325 

£B.E5 

£13.25 

£8.25 

£13.25 

£17.45 

£22.45 

£17.45 

£22.45 

£17.45 

£22.45 

£17.45 

£22.45 

£24.75 

£24.75 

£24.75 

£24.75 

£24.75 

£2475 

£24.75 

6 Pack 

£8.50 

£ 10.00 

£ 12.00 

£17.00 

£13.25 

£13.25 

£13.25 

£13.25 


Each 

HP Examples: 

Each 

£1.38 

51625 

colour 

£11.75 

£1.38 

51626 

black 

£900 

£2.21 

51629 

black 

£9.25 

£1.38 

51633 

black 

£9.25 

£2.21 

51641** 

colour 

£12.95 

£I.3B 

51645 

black 

£8.75 

£2.21 

51649 

colour 

£13.75 

£2.91 

CI8I6 

photo 

£15.94 

£3.75 

CI823** 

colour 

£13.92 

£2.91 

C4844 

black 

£14.95 

£3.75 

C6578** 

colour 

£15.92 

£2.91 

C66I4** 

black 

£9.49 

£3.75 

C6615** 

black 

£10.50 

£2.91 

C66E5** 

colour 

£14.92 

£3.75 

Ce656 

black 

£17.63 

£4.13 

C6657 

colour 

£1880 

£4.13 

£4.13 

C665B 

photo 

£19.98 

£4.13 

Lexmark Examples; Each 

£4.13 

IONOOi6 

black 

£17.63 

£4.13 

lONOOES 

colour 

£18.80 

£4.13 

I2AI970 

black 

£12.75 


I2AI975 

black 

£14.50 

Each 

I2AI980 

colour 

£14.25 

£1.42 

I2AI985 

colour 

£15.25 

£1.67 

i2AI990 

photo 

£16.50 

£2.00 

I36I9HC 

colour 

£14.25 

£2.84 

I3400HC 

black 

£12.75 

£2.30 

I5M0I20 

colour 

£15.25 

£2.30 

I5MOI25 

colour 

£16.70 

£2.30 

I7G0050 

black 

£12.75 

£2.30 

I7G0060 

colour 

£14.25 



Most Popular 


01. R ema nu fact u red 
C6578A (No. 78) 

Colour (45 ml) 

02. Rem an Ufa ctu red 
C6615D (No. 15) 

Black {42ml) 

03 Remanufactured 
51645A(No. 45) 
Black (42ml) 


WIN 6 □IGn’AL 
CAAAERA5 


f 


We te giving awag 
6 OLYMPUS 
digital cameras 
WORTH OVER 
£IOOO 

to CElebrate th€ 
launch of our new 
website 

Enter 



WWW.I N KCYCLG .CO. U K 


/^036 black 
for Epson 


C42 


w 


H 

ASi.0W/!S.-. 


^0321 black 
for Epson ^ 
C82 


ASLOWyiS 

£ 4.13 


06616** 42ml 



Now oniy.. 

£ 10.50 


*^6678” 46ml 

i 


OJ 


Now only... 


Price Promise 


Visit our website 
for details of our 
“Doubie-for-your- 
Trouble" 

lowest price guarantee 



“Our refilled cartridge had a 45ml capacity and was supplied by Inkcyde. The extra 
capacity made us expect a much bigger yield and we were not surprised by the 
2052 pages it managed. The larger refill cartridge achieved over 1,300 extra printed 
pages but cost £10 less than the smaller HP cartridge. The text quality was very 
similar and we found it hard to tell the original and the third party prints apart.’' 

Computer Active, issue 121 



On-line 
when 
you see 
this sign 


* 2411 » 



All our prices 
include VAT 


Remember! 
Delivery is free 


BROTHER I BT FAX I CANON I COMPAQ I EPSON I HP I KODAK I LEXMARK I OLIVETTI I SAMSUNG I XEROX 





don’t forget 



to your next 
copy of 


Acorn 

User 


^ B Business 

5 = PROFIT I ^ Support 
\ J" L services 

For all your IT Training needs 

www.bmlbss .com 

Tel: 01442 

Fax : 01442 


24 Oakdene Road, Hemel Hampstead. Herts. HP3 9TS 


400 733 
394 719 



Training and Deye/opmenl 


Tinest QiiaRty 

EPSON 

tiSk Ink Cartridaes 


We only stock brand new cartridges - not recyded or refilled cartridges. 
Ait our Ink cartridges are guaranteed to perform to ttie same standard as 
original Epson cartridges - and have a 100% money back guarantee! 


Stylus C20ux 
Stylus C20SX 
StyiLKCaOux 
Status C40plus 
Stylus Cttof 400 
Stylus Cotof 440 
Stylus Color 460 
Stylus Color 480 
Styius Cokx 580 
StyfusCokxeoO 
St^us Color 640 
Stylus Color eeo 
Stylus Photo 700 
Stylus Cdof 740 
Stylus Photo 7S0 
Stylus color 760 
Stylus Color 880 


£1.99 

Black Each 

£4.99 

Black 3 Pack 

£2.99 

Colour Each 

£7.99 

Colour 3 Pack 


C42ux 

St^us C42plu5 
Stylus C44ux 
St^us C44plus 
Stylus C60 
Styluses! 

Stylus CofeDT 680 
Stylus Rioto 790 
Stylus Ptioto 810 
St^us Photo 830 
Stylus Photo 870 
Stytus Phe^ 890 
Styius Photo 895 
Stylus Photo 900 
Stylus Photo 915 
Stytus Photo 925 
Stytus Photo 935 


£3.99 

Black Each 

£9.99 

Black 3 Pack 

£4.99 

Colour Each 

£12.99 

Colour 3 Pack 


Inkjet 


EPSON Stylus Photo 830u £87.99 
EPSON Stylus C42UX £45.99 
PnntGfS EPSON Stylus C62 £67.99 


Freephone: 0800 161 36 38 
Online: www.Britiiik.co.uk 

- - Ibices indude VAT- — W 




MuCon^ FSEE ocMce' on how to 90 wifetesi w»lh the fcttesi todhno*Qg.Bi oni ?i*corr!rr.end ihe best hardware 
to ptTchase ot the fxices.. We co*> oho you fAOviPtg upfe ^codbofvi lADSlj hoop diokp to 
beneht feffy hoir Wlreleai ^^^vfllktog. Prk» from £24.^' 


For Sofej ar.d Advice pbose coll 0843 ? 23 934P pr emcrl S0fe$@ib/uCOifTI.CO.ui 
24/7 Secure diop a,> toof 



Free Adverts 


•Available at no cost, Greater Mancheter, 
A3000 monitor, dot matrix printer and 
steel stand. Call Peter on 01706 646769 
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installed. Plus toads of fonts, reasonable 
offers. 07786 802256 


•Acorn items for sale: 

[11 Single slice Rise PC. ARM610; SMB 
RAM; 1MB VRAM; 420MB HD; Cumana 
CD-ROM; RISC OS 3.50. Original 
mouse, keyboard, manuals and boxes. 

{2) Two slice Rise PC. StrongARM SA- 
110; 64M8 RAM; 2MB VRAM; 2GB HD; 
24-speed CD-ROM; RISC OS 3.70. 
Original Mouse, keyboard, manuals and 
boxes. 

(3) Psion Series 3c PDA. 2MB RAM; 
Mains adaptor; Leather Case; PsiRisc 
Acorn link software. All original boxes 
and manuals. 


{4) Cumana SCSi2 Podule. 

(5) CJE 5x86 PC second processor card 
for RisePC. 133MHz, 512k cache. 

Comes with PCPro software. 

(6) Computer Concepts LaserDirect4 
laser printer plus podule. All software 
and original manuals. 

(7) Epson GT9000 A4 flatbed SCSI 
scanner. Original boxes and manuals. 

(8) Software (all boxed with manuals and 
bits); Artworks; Eureka v3; Ovation Pro; 
Impression 2; Fireworkz Pro; Mr CItppy; 
ImageFS 2; SparkFS; Keystroke; 
PCSound Professional; Win95FS; WMF 
IT; Clip IT; ImageMaster; ANT Internet 
Suite 2; Compression; ArcFax; Virtualise; 
Font Directory 2; Touch Type; PublishArt; 
PublishArt 2. Any reasonable offers for 
all items (or combination of items) above. 
P&P charged at cost or available to 
collect. 

Contact Jon Aylwin 029 2041 0678 or 
jon@ayiwin.org.uk 


• Two Master 128s, 3 disc drives, 1 Cub 
Monitor, 2 mice, software, £50 buyer 
collects. East Kent Coast. Phone 01303 
87364. 


• Eagle M2 multimedia card; replay video 
production, HQ video stills, digital stereo 
sound sampler, full MIDI IN/OUT/THRU 
facilities, RISCPC compatible. Offers 
around £1 60. Multimedia software; 

Midi works, Prosound, Cineworks 
{includes AppleFS) and Genesis 
Professional £35 each plus postage or 
£120 for all three. Eagle M2 plus all four 
packages £250 plus postage. Enquires 
or offers 0151 547 3993 or email 
aokai@tiscali.co.uk 


• A two foot stack of Acorn User 
magazines for sale, complete with cover 
discs, from Sept 1 994 to end 2001 . Also 
other Acorn magazines and discs. Best 
offer secures this 12kg pile. Tel. 
Coventry, 02476 31 951 9 


• Wanted: All Acorn A3000s, A3010s, 
A3020S, A4000S, ASOOOs, A4s, Rise PC 
600 & 700s, StrongARM Rise PC’s, 
Kinetic Rise PCs. Anything considered. 
Can travel. 07930 507815 or 07775 
776217. 


• Acorn A5000 including monitor etc 
plus additional software including 
Advance suite. Any sensible offer 
considered. Contact Robert on 0191 
5191231 ora! 
rober1vardill@beeb.net 
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Education News 


Passing notes 




ext messaging has been slower to 
catch on in the US than in the 
UK. but we all knew they'd catch 
up finally- So much so that some Bay 
State school administrators are caliing it 
a high-tech headache, a 21st century 
form of passing notes in class which will 
lead to cheating during exams. 

Many schools banned cellphones a 
decade ago, when they started catching 
on with kids* But in the wake of the 
September 1 1 terrorist attacks, with 
jittery and busy parents wanting to stay 
in touch with their children, many 
schools eased rules and allowed 
cellphones as long as they were not 
used during school hours* 

Keeping tabs on the kids 


Every child in England is going to be 
given a unique identifying number 
attached to an electronic file of personal 
information about their lives, under plans 
announced to avoid a repetition of the 
murder of Victoria Climbie* 

The eight -year-old from the Ivory Coast 
died in London in 2000 after months of 
torture and malnutrition. The proposal 
came as part of a wide-ranging package 
of reforms, including plans to appoint an 
independent children's commissioner to 
champion their rights. 

To tighten the child protection net, a 
sophisticated tracking system to keep 
tabs on England's 11 million children has 
been proposed. In 150 local authorities, 
where education and children's social 
services are to be merged into new 
children's departments, there will be a 
"local information hub"* recording details 
of all the children living in the area. 

Government will consult on whether 
information could be included in files 
without consent of the child or carers 
and whether it could include "warning 
signs" within the family such as impris- 
onment, domestic violence, or mental 
health problems. The Green Paper 
proposes early legislation to remove 
legal and technical barriers to 
information sharing, allowing children to 
be tracked around the country when 
families move. 

The civil liberties campaign group Liberty 
warned that such a national database 


could put people falsely accused of child 
abuse at risk of threats and blackmail if 
the information was not secure. 

Safe and sound 


Safety has always been an important 
issue for schools, but today it seems 
even more so. Although technology is 
not the cure to all ills, it can work with 
other systems to enhance access 
security and improve communication. 
However, the most significant advances 
in school security technology are in the 
field of biometrics, the process of 
positive identification through the 
scanning of unique body characteristics 
such as fingerprints, eyes, facial features 
or voice patterns. 

The School District of Philadelphia has 
already begun to use finger scanning to 
track the work hours of some of its 
employees. In addition a small number of 
American educational institutions have 
begun using biometric identification 
systems for student cafeteria purchases. 

Another increasingly common application 
is the use of low-end biometric identifi- 
cation systems to authenticate users on 
educational networks In place of the 
traditional use of passwords. This 
involves using relatively inexpensive 
peripheral fingerprint readers that 
connect to existing computers, or finding 
one of the few manufacturers that have 
started integrating such readers into their 
products. In the UK, school libraries also 
use this system* 

Still, the greatest potential for biometrics 
in enhancing the school environment is 
in providing access control, positive 
identification and a record of those 
entering and leaving school buildings* 
Biometric technology has matured 
considerably in the last five years, with 
accuracy rates going up and costs 
coming down. Iris-recognition systems 
may have the highest reliability rate - 
with some manufacturers claiming 
accuracy in excess of 99 per cent* 

Build me a Windowful school 


Extending its reach in education, 
Microsoft have announced that it will 
help design a new $46-million public 



high school in Philadelphia with 
embedded computer technology 
everywhere from classrooms and 
administrative offices to the desk of the 
football coach. (Insert own joke or 
wisecrack - Ed) 

The school is still in the earliest stages of 
planning and won’t open until 2006, but 
administrators said they envision a 
paperless building {and we've heard that 
one before) where students study in 
online textbooks, teachers quiz their 
classes on laptops and automated 
systems order cafeteria supplies as they 
are depleted. Details of how the district's 
partnership with Microsoft will work are 
still being negotiated, but a few ground 
rules already in place will limit the 
company's involvement. 

Philadelphia won't be required to buy 
Microsoft products: technology will be 
selected through an open bidding 
process* The software giant won’t be 
involved in teaching classes or managing 
the school once it opens. The company 
also Isn't planning any major donations 
of equipment or cash, officials said. The 
school district will pick up the entire $46- 
million cost of the school. 

Instead of free hardware and software, 
Microsoft’s main contribution to the 
project will be expertise, said the 
company’s executive director of learning 
technologies, Wanda Miles. 

The company plans to hire a project 
manager who will lead a committee in 
developing curriculum, implementing 
administrative systems, designing 
teacher training programs and advising 
school officials on how technology can 
best help students learn. 

So what's in it for Microsoft? It has been 
working hard to deepen its share of the 
market for educational tools, an area 
where it has long lagged behind rivals 
like Apple in the US and such a project 
gives Microsoft a chance to promote its 
systems, build brand loyalty among 
young students, and use the school as a 
laboratory for future development of 
educational products. 


Pam Turnbull 

education@acornuser.com 
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BUILD YOUR OWN 
Rabat Wars Club 
members are alsa 
entitled ta build for the 
TV show and get 
all the technical back>^p 
we can provide; including 
Rules and Regulations, 
Technical Sheets, 
Technical chat rooms 
and forums, and a 
question S. answer 
area for those tricky 
design problems. 


JOIN THE 



















Toughnote 3 


The toughnote senes 4 which 
comes with a P4 1 .2GHz processor 
wiir be available this month 


A choice of screens inc 

touchscreen, 13 TFT and 
highbrightness. 

• 128MB RAM now 
standard - maximum 
512MB 
USB port 
• Enhanced docking solution 
DVD and CD-RW options 


Recon 


- Ruggedised Waterproof Handheld PDA 

Windows CE.NET OS 
Intel XScale 200 or 400 MHz 
processors 

64 MB high-speed SDRAM 
64 or 128 MB non-volatile Flash 
storage 

Sunlight readable 240 x 320 {? VGA) 
TFT display 

Ruggedised waterproof design 
1 5 hours continuous operation from 
one charge 


Visit 

www.terralogic.co.uk 

For more Ruggerisation 

Terralogic Ltd. Ocean House, 20 Hanrowby Street. Cardiff Bay* CFIO 5GA, UNITED KINGDOM 

Tel: -f 44 (0)8707 415533 Fax: -f44 (0)8707 415534 


The Toughnote Series is one of the most 
adaptable rugged notebooks available today. 
The units can not only withstand rain, dust* 
shock and high and low temperatures but the 
units are also built specially for the individual 
customer to maximise the upgrade possibilities: 


Improved PIN 850, 900 or NEW 1 GHz 
processors and SMB ATI graphics 





Education Feature 


F ollowing on from the overview of 
webcams last month, Pam 
Turnbull looks at sites with a 
particularly scientific bent. 

Most 'scientific' sites when it comes to 
web cams are animal-related although 
there are a significant number looking at 
the planet, this one, or out into space to 
find out more about others. The quality 
of images has really improved over the 
years as has the potential for interac- 
tivity. 

Science North 

www«sciencenorth*on.ca/learn/webcanis 

This very attractive Canadian site hosts 
several webcams, but the Butterfly 
Gallery is particularly useful in the 
classroom. Well designed it is more 
intuitive to use that some of the other 
webcams out there. It also allows good 
control over the different cameras you 
have access to. 

So. in addition to having a general 
overview of people pottering around the 
enclosure of suitable trees and ferns, you 
can opt to toggle the zoom from wide to 
tele or tweak the focus or even change 
the iris settings. 

There are seven cameras in total to 
explore, the eclosion cabinet, emerging 
butterflies, current temperature and 
humidity, two feeding stations and a final 
camera for flowering plants. 


Tim Mousseau’s Lab Cam 



http:l/cricket.biol.sc.edu.'mousseau-lab- 

cam-html 

Very high quality image of just what it 
says on the tin, a lab. A live video feed 
from Tim Mousseau's lab in the 
Department of Biological Sciences, room 
CIS 706, University of South Carolina, in 


I can see you . . . 

Columbia. Look out for Ken, Wade, 
Jackie, Herrick, Sarah. Ronnie, Jamellah. 
or any of the large number of visitors 
that drop by to see them. Do they look 
like scientists? Are they stereotypical? A 
good discussion catalyst. 


The Panama Canal 

www.pancanal.com/eng/photo/camera- 

java.htfnl 

Technically this is an engineering site 
rather that a scientific one, but it's so 
good I just couldn't give it a miss. As 
well as information about the legal 
foundations of the canal, general 
information and history, there Is a 
weather radar, photo gallery and data on 
its commercial services. But the live 
camera focuses on images from the 
Miraf lores and Gatun Locks. 

Images refresh automatically every ten 
seconds. The best bit must be that if you 
want you can request a change in the 
Miraflores Locks camera's angle* by 
sending an email to aep-osij@pancanalconfi 
they say they'll do there best to 
accommodate all requests. 

There is also a slideshow of the last 20 
images and of anything interesting such 
as the USS New Jersey which traveled 
through the Miraflores Locks in 1999. 
There are also cameras located near the 
construction of the second bridge over 
the Canal* complete with a commentary 
in Spanish. 


PandaCam 

www.sandiegoioo.oi^panclas/pandacam/index. 

html 

A great opportunity to watch Hua Mei 
and her mother, Bai Yun at the San 
Diego Zoo home to the SBS Giant Panda 
Research Station. Now pandas are not 
the most lively or quick moving animals, 
so the site has a time-lapse video option 
which lets you see the pandas go though 
their daily routines in a few minutes 
rather than hours in real-time. 

The site holds days of these videos for 
you to view and compare. In addition, 
you can freeze any moment and send 
the image as an e-postcard. Sign up for 
free and the zoo will also send you 
panda updates. The site also provides 


details of Bai Yun‘s pregnancy and 
information on pandas. 


LeafCutter Ants 

http://antcam.nhm.ac.uk/index.html 

Housed at the Natural History Museum 
in London* I was especially interested in 
viewing this one as I'd visited their 
Creepy Crawly exhibition in the Summer 
This is a pretty site but it takes a 
longtime to download if you've not got 
broadband access. The leafcutter ant 
colony is brought to you courtesy of an 
infrared camera allowing you to choose 
from live video or static images (updated 
every 10 seconds). 

To keep you on your toes, ant facts are 
constantly updated along the bottom of 
the screen. However, the live video is 
limited to 10 users and will require 
broadband access, the Inetcam control 
panel to at the bottom of the video 
screen allows you to vary the video 
quality. There are also links to related 
sites. The ants are great, but the site 
makes too many assumptions about its 
users. 


Cloud Forest Alive 

WWW. q u etzakam.org/tou r/ h cam/ 

The forest is alive with hummingbirds 
and as you open the site you are shown 
what's happening now, 30 minutes ago 
and an hour ago as well as the option of 
seeing the last 15 pictures to be taken or 
the whole archive, here you'll find images 
of the breeding season and the nestbox 
cams. The latter can make quite 
emotional watching with natural 
predators and over eager hatchlings. 

Colibries is the Spanish name for 
Hummingbirds and the web cams come 
to you from Monteverde in Costa Rica so 
that you can enjoy these beautiful little 
birds as they come in for a quick drink in 
the feeder. ColibriCam currently updates 
every 30 minutes from 5:30am to 5:30pm 
local time (GMT, 7:00). 

They do plan to establish a faster and 
more reliable Internet connection from 
the cloud forest to allow more frequent 
updates. The site also provides a good 
range of information on the cloud forests 
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Education Feature 


of Central America. The QuetzalCam is 
aimed at biologists who want to observe 
the nesting habits of this culturally and 
ecologically important bird. 


JellyCam 

http://www.aquarium.org/jellies/jellycam.htm 

Here you can observe the Oregon Moon 
Jelly, Aurelia labiata, but do remember 
that the lights are turned off at night, so 
remember the time difference. This Is a 
very well put together site with 
interactive pages on the anatomy of the 
jellyfish, its lifecycle and relatives. 

Boxes of information accompany the 
images from the web cam and these 
come with technical words hyperl inked 
to glossary and explanatory pages, 
which makes this a useful Literacy site 
too for younger pupils. As welt as 
detailed and well drawn diagrams the 
site is scattered with quotes from the 
likes of Charles Dickens and Ezra Pound. 


South Pole Cam 

rw¥rw.phys.unsw.edu/au/soudipolediaries/webca 

m.html 

Otherwise known as the Automated 
Astrophysical Site-Testing Observatory 
this provides live images updated every 
ten minutes where a quick click will tell 
you the current South Pole weather 
conditions. Cold I guess! Located at the 
US Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station 
it's just a few 1 00 metres from the exact 
geographic South Pole. 

Interestingly because the sky and snow 
can be extremely bright at the South 
Pole, a neutral density filter is used to 
attenuate the light. This filter also helps 
protect the camera, which at certain 
times of day points directly at the sun. 


Shark Cam 

h ttp ://waq u ari u m .o tted . hawai i . edu/co r alcam/in 
dex.html 

The Waikiki Aquarium In Hawaii has a 
number of fishy cameras for you to 
investigate but the most fascinating has 
to be their Shark Cam which refreshes 
every 10 seconds. Accompanied by 
information on the 24 species of shark 
such as the Blacktip Reef Shark there 
are other predators on show too such as 


the White Jack. No infra-red here so 
remember the time delay and 5pm to 
Sam is the best lime tor UK access 
which makes this a difficult site for pupils 
to access without help. 


Bee Cam 



www.draperbce . co m/webcam/beecam. h tm 

You can access a short video clip of 
bees in action or watch as the Bee Cam 
updates every 1 5 seconds, I particularly 
liked the countdown to when the next 
refresh wilt occur. While you're waiting 
there are questions (and answers) to 
keep you occupied, such as Where is the 
Queen? There's also advice on setting 
up your own hive and Bee Cam. 

Or you could also pop along to 
www.h I vetooLcom/ webcam/in dex.shtm I w h e re 
you can see inside a hive with black and 
white images automatically updating 
each 30 seconds or opt for a live 
streaming video view of the LiveHive that 
lasts up to 60 seconds. 


Turtle Cam 



www.turtle.ky/videQ.htm 

Updated every twenty seconds you can 
see the turtles in the safety of a Cayman 
Island Turtle Farm. There are four cams 
to view as well as information on turtles 
and related release programs. A good 
site for discussing conservation and 
habitat issues using the Green Sea 
Turtles as a starting point. 


Etna Cam 

: WWW. V u I canoetna.it/ttetna.cani .ph p 

An old-fashioned site, which basically 
shows the volcano. It does display both 


local time and GMT, but this is best seen 
during the day unless anything dramatic 
takes place. Information is available in 
English and Italian with news, geology, 
morphology, history as well as folklore of 
the region. 


SOHO Ca 



http://sohowww, n ascom . nasa,go v/ d ata/ realtime 
-images.html 

Beautiful live images of the sun from the 
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory 
(SOHO) you can also opt for live video 
too where the latest 48 hours of data are 
available as MPEG and animated GIFs. 



Pam Turnbull 
edu@acornuser.com 
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NOTICEBOARD 
PROFESSIONAL 


a» 


A powerful program for creating and running 
stand-alone and user-controlled 
presentations on RISC OS computers. Slide 
shows or rolling display presentations can 
be easily created for school, home or 
business use. Graphics/text/photo pages are made up using 
scanned images, sprites, drawfiles, JPEGS and HTML 
material, etc. Sound can be added using a wide range of 
sources. Programs run on-screen automatically or user- 
controlled. Large-screen digital projection Is another useful 
option. 

Single user £ 32 -^° sne /fcertce £ 96 ” 


I 32 bit versions I 
T now j 

■ available m 


PICTURE BOOK 2 

The six Picture Book programs offer a 
range of work and play activities with 
setting options that can be set to match 
the child's ability. With Picture Book 2 reading, spelling 
and counting become easy and enjoyable for pre- 
school and primary school children and those with 
learning difficulties. 


Single user 


£25 


Site ticence 


£75 


KIDS KEYS 

The handy, flexible plastic keyboard overlay with large 
lower case letters in the 'qwerty' key-board layout for 
use with any computer. Easy to fix and remove. 


Singles 


School Pack (10} 


£25 


CONTACT RCSC FOR UPGRADE DETAILS 


Really Good Software Company 

8 Hawthorn Closo, Harpendon, Herts, ALS 1HN United Kingdom Tel/Fax: 01882 761 395 

E- mat I : sa I es« rgso^^argonel. co. uk 
Post/packing add UK & Europe £1,50 Other countries £5.00. 

No VAT. Cheque with order please, Offioial orders welcome. 



Quest Design & Publishing. Ltd 
28a Middle Hlllgate 
Stockport Cheshi re ^ 
SKI 3AY>- 

_T] 0 Taj 422.. 8 9 0- 
*F] 0 16 1 429 Oi&e'S 

E] sales@questdp.co.uk 
www.que5tdp.co.uk 




Watch your 
favourite films 
anywhere! 

ARCHOS. the specialist in innovative handheld and mobile devices, 
introduce the world's first Personal Video Recorder and Player. 

This is the only true personal video player that can record and play back 
movies with stereo MP3 audio. 

You can also use it to record and store ail of your music, and your digital 
photographs! 

The Video Recorder adaptor allows you to easily record directly from any 
video source - such as a TV, DVD or Camcorder and play back either on 
the high quality built-in colour display or on any TV or PC in near-DVD- 
quality. 


You can store up to 80 hours of video - keep all the episodes of Robot Wars 
and watch them anytime, wherever you are! 

And that's not all - record music from your hi-fi as well, and store up to 500 
music CD's - or up to 500,000 jpeg images from your digital camera. 

The Archos AV300 series - your Personal Video Player and Recorder - and 
so much more! 



www.archos.com 


3 Galileo Park, Mitchell Close, West Portway, Andover Hampshire, SP10 3XQ, UK,T: 01264 366022 F: 01264 366626 


Liquid Sflfcoi^ 

Supporting all RISC OS and Acorn users... 

...around the world. 



^ % 


FREEPOST EH2725 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, KY2 5BR 
United Kingdom 
Tel: 0t592 592265 Fax: 01 502 596102 

sales@liqukJ-5ilicori com 
WWW . liqy id- silicon ooirt 



^ Hardware 
^ Software 
Repairs 


78 BrigHton Road 
Worthing 
Wes! Sussex 

BN11 2EN 

Tel: 01903 523222 
Fax: 01903 523679 



The Fourm Dimension 


Games 

-^Upgrades 

Refurbished 
^ Hardware 


Open Mon - Sat, 
upgrades 9.00am — 5.30pm 

s ales@cj6ffi ic ros . CO. u k h tt p://www.cjefn icros.co.uk/ 


Not ’Art 


mice * connectors * leads ■ keyboards * advice 





Stuart Tyrrell Developments 
PO Box 183, OLDHAM OL2 8FB 
Tel: 0S45 458 8803 / 01706 648 600 
Fax: 0870 164 1604 (national rate] 
Email: lnfQ@stdavel.deiTion.co.uk 
http ://wwvv .stdavat .demon, co. uk 



Wardlaw Surveys 

Authorised Acorn Dealer; 
for all your needs from supply, 
service, repair and full after-sales. 

Wardlaw House, Kirkhill, 
Inverness IV5 7NB 
Tel/Fax: 01463 831214 


Etc. 

http ://www,etcsystems.co.uk/ 


* P. 0 , Box 519 • Doncaster 

. South Yorkshire • DN4 oGE 

• sale 5 (^etcsystems.co.uk 


TEL; 01302 337559 FAX: 01302 337564 


High Speed Computing 


A + A 

APDL 

Archos 

BCS 

BiuCom 

BML 

Caslelechnology 

CCL 

CFL 

CJE 

Datastore 
ETC systems 
Greenlight 
Hki Systems 
Inkcyde 

Internet engineering 

Legend 

Liquid Silicon 

Maximans 

Microbits 

MW Software 

Oregano 

Photodesk 

Q-Enterprise 

QCC 

Quest design 

R-Comp 

Rednet 

RICSC OS ltd 

RGSC 

Robot Wars 

SME Supplies 

Spellings computers 

STD 

Terralogic 

Terronsys 

The PC Man 

Valuemedia 

Vision 

X-Ample 





Drobe 


Of rabbits and RISC OS 


t is a self-evident truth that the 
average human being likes to get 
something of value at no cost. 
This, I would suggest, is the lure of the 
Internet. But the real mystery of the Web 
Is why so many people are willing to put 
in enormous efforts to place information, 
attractively packaged, onto the 'Net for 
no financial gain. 

It really Is a wonderland and RISC OS is 
in there. So, I'll be the white rabbit, and 
you can be Alice. You need to mutter 
things like, "How curious", as you follow 
me down my favourite rabbit hole: 
www.drobe.co.uk 

You have landed at Drobe, which claims 
to be "The Best RISC OS Internet 
Portal". This Isn't quite right; it rather 
suggests something in the nature of a 


with it, and it is not to everyone's taste, 
but I don't find the editors arrogant, 
overtly sarcastic, childish or irresponsible 
as has been claimed in the past. Rather, 
the news, be It good bad or indifferent. Is 
presented with intelligence, sparkle and 
panache (well, that's my opinion). 

New stories appear every other day and, 
of course, the associated comments roll 
in over the following week or two. So, as 
a Web site, it has the key ingredient of 
content that is constantly changing; you 
keep coming back for more. 

As an Illustration of the editors' rather 
wicked sense of humour I must mention 
their April 1st news Item in which a 
Drobe reader claimed to have just 
received his Omega and was so thrilled 
that he had taken photographs of It 


Ah yes, those were the days. 

Having read the news, one ought to be 
ready to launch into cyber-space, as the 
Drobe rocket-logo suggests, but various 
gifts keep catching the eye. An 
impressive collection of StrongHelp 
manuals, a page called Announce in 
which authors post details of latest 
versions of their, often free, software. 

And, actually, the offer to search Acorn- 
related Web sites from within Drobe is 
quite tempting. I want some monitor 
definition files. I type in MDF and there, 
item nine, is what I want; Foggy's MDF 
page. 

Drobe is a well designed, and responsive 
site. It's Interactive news service is 
outstanding; functional, easy to navigate, 


drobe 4. 

launchpad*^ 


railway station, that one might pass 
through on their way to where they really 
want to go. Maybe, dressed in my virtual 
reality anorak, I am a cyber train-spotter, 
but I like it here. In fact, I often don't 
bother to travel any further. 

Drobe is a great place for RISC OS news 
and gossip; the modern equivalent, but a 
bit more glamourous than, a fish market. 
Drobe makes excellent use of the 
Interactive nature of cyber-space. Not 
only can you read the news, you can 
post your comment about it. The 
comments are seamlessly attached to 
the bottom of the news item and you 
simply keep scrolling down to read more 
and more of them. Given a controversial 
topic, the number of comments can 
number thirty or more. 

Inevitably, this can result in some 
unprofessional, and somewhat 
unpolished jottings but, what the hell, 
this is the anarchy that has become a 
part of the Internet's charm. True: you 
need a certain sense of humour to cope 


being lovingly lifted out of its box. The 
box. strangely, had come from Greece 
rather than China. Of course, one clicked 
for the full story to see a giant cardboard 
Greek letter Omega being unpacked 
from a crate. 

It was, perhaps, a little mean given the 
hard time MIcroDigital were having 
climbing a technical Everest to turn a 
dream Into a reality. In my book, 
however, getting people to laugh about 
problems helps make the world a better 
place. 

New readers to Acorn User probably do 
not realise that this magazine has been 
hitting the WHSmith news-stands since 
1982. An ambitious project is underway 
at Drobe to create, with permission, an 
on-line archive of the older editions. I 
checked out the March 1985 file and, 
sure enough, there it was 207 scanned- 
in pages including the yellow paper BBC 
BASIC program listings for readers to 
type in. 


and full of interesting and lively content. 
Drobe could very nearly be run as a 
commercial venture. I say very nearly 
because when I log on as a person, 
rather than just "guest", It has a dialogue 
with my computer that the firewall at my 
work-place really does not like. 

Best of all, being non-commercial, it's 
advert free. 

Given that the guys who run Drobe do it 
as a labour of love I urge you to support 
them. Tune In, pass comment, and be a 
piece of what makes RISC OS 
computing the better part of the whole. 


Martin Hansen 

martln.hansen@acornuser.com 
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Subscriptions 


Issue 263 

September 2003 

WHAT THE I YON IX CAN REALLY DO 
Learn the right stuff with ECDL 
Getting into Digital video 
and much more... 



Acpm User 


Issue 262 

August 2003 

THE RISC OS TAKE OVER 

How the RISC PC can be used safely 

Artworks 2 arrives 

What Datapower can do for you 


Subscriptions 




June 2003 
Virtual Call Centre 
Wakefield Show Review 
Digital Video for RISC OS 
S-Base: Final curtain 



May 2003 

Wakefield Show Preview 
What's a Blog? 

RISC OS Academy reviewed 
MPEG3 Music player review 


259 



Issue 257 


March 2003 
Re-issue issue 
Using modern printers 
Wireless LAN revealed 
Mini PC reviewed 
And even more besides 



Issue 


February 2003 


256 


Aemulor, how it does what it does 
Sending spam? How to do it legally 
Using RISC OS to create websites 
USB how new devices are connected 
S-Base: Getting in touch with reality 


Issue 261 

July 2003 
Quieten your RISC PC 
Web Marketing 
Controlling a PC 
WebJames as a server 




April 2003 
Wireless USB from STD 
SWShow report in full 
Fido Net more bite than ba 
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Issue 255 


January 2002 

The full lyonix review 
Business Internet Connections 
USB Programming 
lyonix and the future 


Please subscribe me for: 
Annual subscription (13 issues) 




New 

Renewal 

UK 


AUN0310Y 

□ AUR0310Y 

EU 


AEN0310Y 

□ AER0310Y 

World 


AWN0310Y 

□ AWR0310Y 


8-issue subscription 
New 


UK 


AUN03108 


EU 


AEN03108 


World 


AWN03108 



Renewal 

AUR03108 

AER03108 

AWR03108 


4- issue subscription 
New 


Renewal 


UK 


AUN03104 


AUR03104 

EU 


AEN03104 


AER03104 

World 


AWN03104 


AWR03104 


I wish to pay by: 


I I Chegue {payable to Tau Press Lid) 

I I Postal order jpayaote to Tau Press Ltd) 


E45.99 
E51 .99 
E63.99 


£29.99 

£34.99 

£40.99 


£15,99 

£17,99 

£20.99 


Please send me the following issues: 


□ Issue 264, Oct 2003 
^ Issue 263, Sep 2003 
^ Issue 262, Aug 2003 
]] Issue 261 , Jul 2003 

□ Issue 260, Jun 2003 
]] Issue 259, May 2003 

□ Issue 258, AfX 2003 
^ Issue 257, Mar 2003 

□ Issue 256, Feb 2003 

□ Issue 255, Jan 2(XB 

NAME 


£4.20 £4.70 £6.30 

£4.20 £4.70 £6. 

£4.20 £4.70 £6. 

£4.20 £4,70 £6. 

£4,20 £4.70 £6. 

£4.20 £4.70 £6. 

£4,20 £4.70 £6, 

£4.20 £4.70 £6, 

£4.20 £4.70 £6. 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


E-MAIL 


Non-UK subscribers can still use credit cards to subscribe. 

□ Please lid( Pere if you require a receipt 

□ Please tck if you cto ncrt wish to receive mailings from other companies 


Post your completed Acorn User subscription/back issues form to: 
Acorn User, Tau Press, 28a Middle Hillgate, Stockport, Cheshire SK1 3AY 

Have a query? E-mail ausubs@acorfiuser.com. 
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The 

coolest 

way 

to 

surf 



The latest RISC OS 
web browser. 
Now with even more features 



Ltd 


Download a FREE trial version from 



WW WW WW W .w» 

^ or call 01702 462385 


Oregano UK Ltd 


41 Riviera Drive, Southend-on-Sea 
Essex SSI 2QT 
email: sales@oreganouk.net 

E&OE 




hvl IX 



engineered from the inside out 



inc vat 

delivery £20 


The lYONIX pc is the latest hi-performance RISC OS 
compu ter from Castle. This autumn we are offering 
[Q^a USB hub with every lYONIX PC bought. This 
4-port hub allows extra plug-&-play USB devices to be 
connected to your computer. (Further hubs make it 
possible to connect over 100 devices simultaneously). 

The lYONIX pc is available in 3 hi-spec versions: 


Soft On' switch on front 
Reset' recessed on front 


MEMORY HD CDRW SPECIFICATIONS 

Hard drive 40GB or 80GB or tOOGB (model dependent) 

CQ/CDRW 48-speed read (24 speed re write. 48-speed write) 

Floppy drive Standard 3.5** supporting ADFS. DOS and Atari from 360K to 1.6MB 
Memory 1?8MB or 512MB 64-bit 200MH7 DDR RAM (model dependent) 

CASE MicroATX midi tower 

2 X 6.25' t)ays 

3 X S-S** bays (1 hidden) 

4 X PCI slots 

Dim€nsions(mm) 360H x 185W x 4i)2D (must stand min 66mm from wall) 

PSU 

Input 115-230 volts SO-GOHz 
250Watt PSU with silent mode 
On/ot1 switcti 

MOTHERBOARD FEATURES 

Size MicroATX 

Processor 600MHz XScale 80321 

Sound CD quality AC97 16bit soundblaster compatible 

Unique ID MAC address 

PCI signalling 3.3v 

Video Resolutions of up to 2G48 x 1536 pixels in 16 million colours 


100GB HD/512MB DDR RAM/CDRW 
80GB HD/128MB DDR RAM/CDRW 
40GB HD/128MB DDR RAM/CD 

All models use an XScale processor and the ARM 
instruction set running at a breath-taking 600MHz. 
They have accelerated high resolution graphics of up 
to 2048 X 1536 pixels in 16 million colours, a hi-quality 
UDMA100 hard drive and 200MHz DDR memory. It all 
makes the lYONIX the top choice RISC OS PC. 

Order now! - Special Offer ends 31st October 2003. 


Tel: 01728 723200 
www.iyonix.com 



CASTLE SuHolk IP13 9LL 


EXTERNAL PORTS 

2 X RS23? Serial ports 

10/1 00/1 IX)0 base twisted pair iwt working port 

Audio in socket 

Mii.ropftone socket 

Audio out/'l leadphone socket 

Video 

4 X USB (2 front. 2 rear) - USB-to-parallel cable also available 

INTERNAL CONNECTORS 

2 X iDt connectors UDMA100 supporting 2 drives per connector (1 occupied) 
32-bit EASI podule expansion socket (2 slot backplane required) 

FDD connector (occupied) 

DDR RAM socket (occupied) 

PCI EXPANSION 

2 X 64-bit 2 X 32-bil 

(1 nVidia Gefoft.r 2 MX4CK) graphics card. 

1 USB 1 1 expansion card IJSB 

2 unoccupied for customer use) 

OPERATING SYSTEM 

RISC OS 5 held in 4MB FLASHROM 
'field upgradeable) 

KEYBOARD 

UK 105 key. soft-touch, membrane USB keyboard 

MOUSE 

1 button USB mouse 

SOFTWARE 

•Voter ^ F ireworkz Oregano 2 

MessengerLlFT Dialer CUBurn ■ -te 

plus niarry other applicalk>ns and demo software 

If > in-l '• ' f-. rtre 

tr<»acfnarV‘ ij* ('.rts- : : - ■ • - 

s 'f.|i - r ' >7lt • ■ 

All ' 

Other specifications available: 
call 01728 723200 or visit 
www.iyonix.com 









